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MEETING OF THE MINUTES 

JULY 11, 2012 
 

The meeting opened @ 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chairman asked for 
the roll to be called. There were five members present, therefore, there was a quorum. 
 
PRESENT G. Merlone                                                ABSENT: K. Blake 
 H. Madigosky V. Epifano 
  C. LaRovera 
  H. Boladz 
  S. Blume 
 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
Attorney John Androski 
Sindhu Natarajan: UIC 

Jay Jayanthan: UIC 
Rita St. Jacques 
Mark Thomas 
Rich Bshara 

 
MOTION to accept the minutes from the previous meeting made by S. Blume and 
seconded by H. Boladz. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
 
The Chairman asked three times if there was anyone from the public who wished to 
speak. No one answered and the Chairman declared the public session closed. 
 
MOTION to adopt the 2011 List Year Usage Rates made by S. Blume and seconded by 
C. LaRovera. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
The Usage Rates for the 2011 List Year are as follows: 
CONSUMPTION FEE: $3.05 PER 100 Cubic Feet of water PLUS the $50.00 Capital  
  Fee. 
FLAT RATE WELL FEE: $258.00 Per Property PLUS the $50.00 Capital Fee  
 TOTALING $308.00 
 
The Commission was pleased that the usage rates were able to remain the same as last 
year. However, it was noted that with an increase in expenses, the Usage Rate for the 
2012 List Year may have to be increased. 
 
SEWER ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Rita attached two newspaper articles 
regarding the Derby WPCA and their usage rates. In addition to the usage rates, Derby 
has also added a 25% surcharge to those Derby customers who flow into Ansonia. There 
are approximately 125 customers who fall into this category. The Ansonia WPCA office 
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has been getting numerous calls from irate Derby customers complaining about their 
increased bills.  
 
The delinquent/lien notices are going to be prepared and mailed for the 2010 List Year 
Sewer Use bills. Customers will have the first two weeks of August to pay and liens will 
be placed on the remaining delinquent bills the third week of August. Historically the 
liens are placed thirty days before the new bills are mailed. 
 
It was mentioned that there are less bills and mail returned for bad addresses now that the 
WPCA has its own Database. The database is updated as new information is submitted to 
the sewer administrator. 
 
Rita received a memo from the Mayor requesting that all payments made by the property 
owner of 9-11 Crescent St. be made in our office. The account had been referred to the 
Attorney for collection, however, when the home owner realized that she had paid $700 - 
$800.00 in attorney fees and none of the money had been applied to her account she 
complained to the mayor.  
 
It has come to the attention of the Sewer Administrator that Tax Sales have taken place 
where the property has sold below what was owed for taxes and sewer fees. All of the 
money has gone to the tax department and WPCA has received no money towards it’s 
outstanding bills. The new property owners are under the impression that all remaining 
outstanding taxes and fees will be wiped clean. Attorney Androski said that sewer liens 
are not wiped clean in a Tax Sale and the new owners are responsible. There is also an 
Anti-blight sale taking place July 24th, which does not include liens placed on sewer bills. 
There was a question as to whether blight liens would be paid before or after sewer liens 
and it was determined that tax and sewer liens are paid before blight liens. 
 
MOTION made by S. Blume to have Attorney Androski send a letter to Corporation 
Counsel Kevin Blake stating that sewer liens become the responsibility of the new owner 
when properties are sold at auction. 
 
The Administrator’s complete report is attached and the Commissioners have received 
copies. 
 
MOTION to accept the Administrator’s report as presented made by H. Madigosky and 
seconded by H. Boladz. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
 
UIC Report: 
Applications for Sewer Connection Permit. There is nothing to report. 
Sewer Back-ups: There were no backups last month. 
Ansonia-Derby Interconnect Project: There is nothing to report. 
Sewer As-Built plans: UIC contacted Mr. Tracy Lewis from Lewis Associates regarding 
the old sewer as-builts originally owned by Clark and Pearson. Mr. Lewis indicated that 
he would be willing to sell. UIC contacted Mr. Lewis to set up a date to view the maps 
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and Mr. Lewis has asked to have a few weeks to get everything together. UIC is waiting 
to hear back from Mr. Lewis. 
 
Anaerobic Digester Project: UIC is involved with the proposed anaerobic digester project 
proposed for the piece of land to the north of the wastewater treatment plant. 
The project team is revising the design and moving towards the completion of a 10% 
design package. The design package will include a conceptual design of the plant and 
site, cost estimates and schedules. The developer will use this information to evaluate 
whether or not to proceed with the project. 
 
MOTION to accept the report as presented made by H. Boladz and seconded by S. 
Blume. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Rich Bshara: Rich requested that the WPCA approve budget transfers for the 2011-2012 
budget year in the amount of $36,200. (See copy attached). 
 
MOTION to approve the transfers made by S. Blume and seconded by C. LaRovera. All 
were in favor and the motion carried.  
 
Rich requested that the Commission send a letter to Naugatuck Savings Bank giving 
himself, Bruce Fuller and Rita St. Jacques the ability to look at past history on all of the 
accounts at that bank. There is a program called Commercial On-line Banking which 
would provide the information needed so that the accounts can be analyzed and reviewed.  
 
MOTION to have G. Merlone sign a letter giving permission for R. Bshara, B. Fuller and 
R. St. Jacques permission to access the Commercial On-line banking program for account 
detail made by S. Blume and seconded by C. LaRovera. All were in favor and the motion 
carried. 
 
Rich will also investigate the easiest/most accurate way to pay back the State for the 554 
project loan. (rehabilitation of the waste water treatment plant).  
 
Rich also provided the Commission with reports of the preliminary Final Expenditure and 
Revenue listings for the 2011-2012 fiscal year. (copies of the reports are attached). 
 
In addition, Rich provided the Commission with his recommended Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2012-2013 (copy attached). Rich went into detail about the budget and reiterated 
that with the budget provided there is no need to increase the Usage Rate for the 2011 
List Year, however if there are additional increases in next year’s budget that may not be 
the case next year. 
 
MOTION to approve and accept the budget for the 2012-2013 fiscal year made by S. 
Blume and seconded by H. Boladz. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Receive and pay all bills: 
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MOTION to pay all bills if they are found to be true and correct and there is enough 
money to pay them made by S. Blume and seconded by H. Boladz. All were in favor and 
the motion passed. 

1. Attorney Androski – Services through – 6-29-2012  $562.50 
2. Attorney Androski – Additional closing costs  $3,500.00 
3. Richard Bshara – Monthly projects 2-1-12 thru 6-30-2012 $2,910.00 
4. Richard Bshara – Budget review and preparation for  

2011-2012 And 2012-2013 budgets $4,800.00 
 5. Richard Bshara – Special Project Billing  $1,800.00 
 6. GHGRC – Monthly services through 6-29-12 $1,000.00 
 
Attorney. Androski update: Senator Joseph Crisco and Representative Linda Gentile 
passed a resolution in the Legislature for a payment extension on the 544 project payback 
which resulted in a reduction in the initial payment obligation. Due to this reduction, Atty 
Androski said that there is $1,077,333 in a business money market account at the 
Naugatuck Savings Bank that can be invested in money markets or CDs. R. Bshara will 
contact the Manager of the bank and report back to the Commission. 
 
Attorney Androski explained that he has to provide the State with a copy of the WPCA 
collection policies. Atty Androski will work with R. St. Jacques to revise and finalize the 
policies. There was a question by R. St. Jacques as to why she had to certify that the 
policies were as stated, rather than have the Commission certify. Atty Androski stated 
that as WPCA director it was necessary for her to certify. R. Bshara then stated that if 
Rita was required to certify she would need to be bonded. This will need to be checked 
with Corporation Counsel K. Blake to see what is required to establish this bond. 
 
MOTION to go into executive session to discuss the legal contract and collection fees for 
Attorney Androski made by S. Blume and seconded by H. Madigosky. All were in favor 
and the motion carried. The executive session was attended by the members, Attorney 
Androski and Mayor DellaVolpe. It began at 9:10PM. 
 
MOTION to go out of executive session made by S. Blume and seconded by H. Boladz at 
9:19PM. All were in favor and the motion carried. No action or discussion was made 
after coming out of Executive Session. 
 
MOTION to adjourn made by C. LaRovera and seconded by S. Blume. All were in favor 
and the motion carried. The meeting ended at 9:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Ellen Turschmann, WPCA Secretary 


