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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
DECEMBER 1, 2010 

 
 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance @ 7:00 PM. The roll was called, there 
were five members present. The chairman declared a quorum. 
 
PRESENT: H. Madigosky                                                                  ABSENT: K. Blake 
                   G. Merlone                                                                                        H. Boladz 
                   C. LaRovera 
                   S. Jordanides 
                   V. Epifano 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
Mayor DellaVolpe 

S. Blume: Pres. Bd. of Aldermen 
Jay Jayanthan: UIC 

Sindhu Natarjan: UIC 
Jim Ryan: CDM 

Rich Bshara 
Attorney John Androski 

 
Member Gary Merlone made a MOTION to accept the minutes from the previous 
meeting, if they are found to be true and correct. The motion was seconded by Vito 
Epifano. The motion passed with 5 yes votes. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION: The chairman asked three times if there was anyone from the public 
to speak. No one was present; he declared the Public Session closed. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: There were no communications to read for the members. 
 
Chairman Madigosky asked about the billing for Tice Brothers Property on Chestnut St. 
Rita St. Jacques told the members he (Mr. Tice) asked her to request that he be billed for 
his property (sprinkler system) as he was in the past. Rich Bshara explained to the 
members that he had a meter on the water line that he used to water the grounds. There 
was a formula in place to calculate the bills after the readings were taken & verified. 
There was discussion about this issue. The members decided to have Rich Bshara go out 
and verify the meter was in place and the line is the one he uses to for the sprinkler 
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system to water the grounds. Rita St.Jacques reminded the members that if this is done 
the members need to take into consideration there are other businesses that do the same 
thing (metering the water used for landscaping use) and they would also need to be billed 
the same way if requested. 
 
CDM UPDATE: Jim Ryan 
 Jim told the members the project is 96% for the work portion and about 80% complete 
on contract time. 
They are working on completing the electrical & mechanical portion of the project. It 
should be completed by the New Year. 
The structural portion should also be complete by the New Year. 
Spero asked when the project should complete. Jim told him it should be by February or 
March of 2011. Spero also asked if the commission should anticipate any problems with 
the plant. Jim said he hoped there wouldn’t be any but with a project of this magnitude 
you never what can happen. Spero also mentioned that regular maintenance on the plant 
will help keep things in order “that’s the key to keeping things running right”. 
Spero also asked about the diesel generator and if it’s in place for the plant. 
There was more discussion and were more questions for Jim Ryan about the plant 
project. 
He told the members that he didn’t necessarily think that we would get 40 years out of 
this plant. The city was very lucky to get that with the last plant. 
Attorney Androski mentioned to the members that he attended a seminar on November 
30, 2010 that was put on by the Connecticut WPCA. There was a gentleman (Dennis 
Gracey) there that said the DEP was going to be changing the guidelines for phosphorus 
with regard to the plant. Attorney Androski asked if the new plant was ready for that 
change. Jim told him the engineers that designed the plant had the heads up on that and 
the plant is prepared to handle the new guidelines for phosphorus reduction when they are 
put in place. 
Spero asked about the sludge that we pay to have removed and if the company that 
removes it sells it. Jim said he thought the sludge was brought somewhere and 
incinerated. 
Carl LaRovera made mention that he thought we should be having quite a bit less sludge 
when the new plant is completed. Gary Merlone said because the sludge would be 
containing less water ,there will be less to remove in the long run. 
Steve Blume asked about the Nitrogen Credits and if there has been any reduction with 
those numbers. Jim told the members that he has been told there has been a reduction but 
he is not sure what the exact numbers are. The members all understand that this years 
Nitrogen Credit Bill will be lower than last years but it really won’t be a true picture 
because a few of the months the plant was running with the old system in place. 
Therefore it will not have been as efficient as the new plant when the whole system is on 
line and running to full capacity. 
Spero asked about the amount we paid last year for the Nitrogen Credits, he was told it 
was about $155,000.00. He said he hopes this year’s bill will be much less and all the 
members agreed. 
Jim asked if there were any other questions for him, if not he would move on to the 
PCO’s (proposed change orders) for this month. 
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There are five Proposed Change Orders this month #’s 107,108,109,110 & 111 they total 
$14,386.48. 
Carl LaRovera asked about # 110. Jim told the members when the original roof was 
designed it didn’t have anything to catch the runoff because it is flat. They have 
redesigned the roof so the runoff can be directed more efficiently. 
MOTION was made by Gary Merlone and was seconded by Vito Epifano to approve the 
Proposed Change Orders (#107,108,109,110 & 111) All were in favor of the motion. 
 
Jim was asked if the plant is protected from lightening strikes. Jim said that all the 
equipment has surge protectors in place and that usually is enough when there is 
lightening. 
 
MOTION was made by Vito Epifano and was seconded by Gary Merlone to accept Jim 
Ryan’s’ report as presented. All were in favor of the motion. 
 
UIC UPDATE: Sindhu Natarajan  
 

1) Applications for Sewer Connection Permits: There hasn’t been any new activity 
and they are still waiting for revised plans for Copper Gate Village. 

2) 26 N. Fourth St. there was a sewer back up @ this address on November 11, 
2011. It is the second time there was a back up there. After making a field visit 
and doing an investigation it has been determined that the 6inch clay pipe was 
where the back ups occurred. According to the information from the first back up 
it was caused by rags, grease & plastic bags. This time it was determined that 
grease & rags caused it. 
Sindhu offered to compose a letter advising the property owner that they are 
responsible for their tenants and should be policing the rental units. In the body of 
the letter there will be language stating that if there are more back ups and it is 
determined that it is caused by the occupants of the property they (property 
owner) may be held responsible to pay for any fees incurred by the City Of 
Ansonia for the clean up of the property. 
Rich Bshara asked if there is a policy in place regarding back ups and how they 
are handled. He suggested that by the public works dept. taking the initiative 
themselves to do the clean up or call for an outside agency to do the clean up we 
can open ourselves up for a liability case. There should be something put in place 
that is used to determine how far the first responders (public works employees) go 
before it is decided that the city is not responsible and the property owner is. The 
Mayor was concerned that if the public works dept. didn’t do the clean up process 
or at least respond to the problem it may look like we don’t care. The City Of 
Ansonia workers should at least do what they can do to help the occupants of the 
property. Rich Bshara agreed but he also said again that there needs to be a 
definitive way that these issues are handled, so they are ALL handled the same 
way. Rita St.Jacques suggested making some kind of punch list or criteria list 
public works can follow as a guide line when they are called out for a back up. 
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After some discussion the members agreed that something needs to be done about 
the ongoing problem. Inquiries should be made to see how surrounding towns 
handle these situations. 
Sindhu is going to compose a letter and send it to the 26 N. Fourth St. homeowner 
and also send information along with a letter to the restaurants in the City Of 
Ansonia informing them of the CT DEP guidelines for controlling the discharge 
of fats, oil & grease (FOG Program) into the city sewer system. 
Chairman Madigosky asked Sindhu if she would enclose a copy of the leaflet the 
State of CT has sent around to the area WPCA Depts. Sindhu said she would and 
she will make contact with Rita at the office to get a copy of the leaflet to copy. 

3) 53 N. Prospect St.: 
Sindhu made a field visit to read the meter on the well. She said the property 
owner had discovered there was a leak and that would be the reason why their 
usage was so high. Sindhu enclosed a picture of the meter in her report and sent 
the reading to the office so a bill could be processed. 

4) Ansonia Copper & Brass: Sindhu reported that she contacted the assessors office  
to coordinate a date & time for the field visit they were requested to make by the 
property owner and she was told that the assessor wouldn’t be making a field visit 
because she had nothing to do with the WPCA and the Multipliers that are in 
place for the 554 Project Billing. The assessor told Sindhu that as long as a 
building is in place there will be no change in the assessor’s records. 
The members were all concerned that the CEO of the company left here after the 
last meeting requesting a visit from the assessor and he won’t be getting that 
service. They were all disappointed to think that the commission asked for 
assistance from the assessor and the office has refused to help us. Rita St.Jacques 
told the members that the bills can not be adjusted or NOT unless the assessor 
gives her the actual information on the property. The bill will remain outstanding 
until the situation is rectified. There may not be a change at all in her assessment 
of the property but the property owner asked for a review and that is the least we 
could do for him.  

5) Sewer Back ups: 
There were 2 this month: 
215 Division St. caused by rags & grease and 26 N. Fourth St. caused by rags & 
grease. 
Sindhu told the members that they have an appointment set up for December 7, 
2010 to visit the two nursing homes in Ansonia as the members requested at last 
months meeting. There were some questions brought up to member Gary Merlone 
about the Naugatuck Valley Health Dept. and the criteria they follow when there 
is a back up. He told the members the health dept. will get calls for various 
reasons. It may be because public works isn’t responding quickly enough or there 
may be raw sewage backing into a basement or on to property or just because the 
occupant wants to know that someone that is concerned about their situation. The 
mayor was worried about his constituents and their well being. Sewer back ups 
are a problem and the City Of Ansonia certainly doesn’t want to neglect anyone if 
they have a problem like that. 
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The discussion about the 2 back ups brought the members back to the letter that 
Sindhu will be writing on behalf of the WPCA. Gary Merlone suggested sending 
the letters certified to the restaurant owners so that if a back up does occur there 
will be a paper trail and documentation that they were notified of the guidelines 
and their responsibility as the owner of the restaurant. 
The members asked if an inspection can be made by someone on behalf of the 
WPCA. Attorney Androski said at the seminar he attended Tuesday that was a 
topic and YES surprise inspections can be made on behalf of the City Of Ansonia 
WPCA especially if the property has a history of problems. He also said that is 
why it is so important to document everything that goes on when an inspection is 
made the findings and how often problems occur & how often inspections are 
made. 
Rich Bshara again said how important it is for us to get a POLICY in place for  
handling back ups. It will protect us and public works in the long run. 
Gary Merlone said again how important he feels it is for the Supt. of Public 
Works to be present at our meetings. There are many things that go on at these 
meeting that he should have input into or at least know about the important things 
that happen on the WPCA side. 
If a policy is made and put in place then it will be up to the Public Works foreman 
or Supt. to make sure the criteria is followed. This will help protect everyone from 
a possible liability suit down the road. 
Attorney Androski asked if there is documentation in place on the amount and 
frequencies of back ups. Sindhu told him that UIC has a record of that data. The 
average is about 4 back ups per month. 
The members didn’t have any other questions or concerns for Sindhu. 
MOTION was made by Carl LaRovera and was seconded by Gary Merlone to 
accept UIC’s report as presented. 
 
MOTION was made by Gary Merlone and was seconded by Vito Epifano to pay 
all bills if they found to be true, correct and there is enough money to pay them. 
All were in favor of the motion. 
1) Trident ins. Co. for Dells Rd. back up: Deductible                $10,000.00  
2) Attorney Androski:  Services through Nov. 30, 2010             $ 675.00 
Chairman Madigosky asked Rita St.Jacques to explain why there was a REFUND 
REQUEST: 
The assessor made a change for the property at 5-7 Pine Crest Ave. It has always 
been a 2 family home, now for some reason or another field card was changed by 
the assessor to say it is a 1 family home. The property owner paid the Sewer 
Project Bill of $570.00 for a 2 family home and now would like to get a refund for 
the second unit charge of $285.00 
The members asked how and why the change was made. Rita told them that she 
had no idea why and when the assessor sends a property owner to us with a field 
card in hand that is what we go by to adjust any bill. 
Member Gary Merlone made a motion NOT to pay any refund for this property 
until the WPCA is told why the change was made on the property. The motion 
was seconded by Carl LaRovera. All were in favor of the motion. 
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MOTION was made by Gary Merlone and was seconded by Carl LaRovera to 
send the Mayor a letter asking him to find out why the change on this property 
was made before the WPCA gives approval for the refund. All were in favor of 
the motion. 
 
Mayor DellaVolpe had some questions for the chairman and the members of the 
WPCA. He asked what the status was of the person that was hired at the treatment 
plant. He clarified by asking “is he Acting or Temporary”. The mayor also 
questioned the rate of pay. He said he did the math and the rate of pay he is 
receiving is more than what was budgeted. The mayor said he had received some 
calls questioning the rate of pay and the status of the position. 
 Chairman Madigosky said he only works four days a week and he doesn’t get 
any holiday pay. He is working 35 hours not 40 hours a week. The mayor asked if 
the WPCA is currently advertising for the position. Howard told him that the 
advertisement hasn’t gone out yet, but he hopes to get it out before Christmas. 
Howard also said there was no supervision at the plant, something needed to be 
done, and that is why he was hired. Howard also said that he thinks by having him 
there things are running more smoothly at the plant. 
Howard told the Mayor that he thought the Mr. Kostyla had a Class 4 license but 
apparently he was unaware that it had expired. Howard also told him that he 
would like to give him the opportunity to take the test to get his Class 4 license 
again. If he passes the test he would be eligible to apply for the job when it goes 
out to be advertised. Howard also said if for nothing else he hopes to be able to 
use Mr. Kostyla’s expertise when it comes to the process of hiring for the 
position.   
The mayor asked how long it takes to get the results of the test after it’s taken. 
Howard said he wasn’t sure. Rita St.Jacques told the mayor that it typically takes 
about 6 weeks after the test is taken to get the results. 
Member Spero Jordanides started to ask questions about Mr. Kostyla, the Mayor 
told him he had the floor and was still speaking. Spero Apologized to the mayor 
for interrupting. 
The mayor asked if Joe Maffeo was still on the pay roll. Howard told him he was 
and he would like to keep him on for a while longer just in case we need his Class 
3 license down the road. Howard told the mayor that the state may make the 
WPCA hire a class 3 even after they hire the class 4. When the class 4 is not 
present the class 3 would be in charge. The mayor also asked what Joe Maffeo’s 
rate of pay was. 
Howard wasn’t sure exactly how much he is getting paid. 
Spero starting asking questions again and the mayor told him again he was still 
speaking and to please wait until he was through. Spero apologized again and said 
he would wait. 
There was some discussion regarding the rate of pay down the road. To get a 
certified class 4 we need to advertise diligently and get moving as fast as we can. 
Carl LaRovera mentioned the possibility of the plant being turned over to the 
WPCA / City Of Ansonia as soon as February or March of 2011 and that means 
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that we are really cutting it close when it comes to hiring the person to be the 
Supervisor. 
Howard and the members talked about taking classes and how lucrative the job 
field is for certified plant operators.  
The mayor finished with the questions he had for the WPCA and told the 
members how important it is to get the hiring process started for the class 4 
position. 
 
The Sewer Administrator had a few things she wanted to mention regarding the 
collections.  
The first set of past due / delinquent notices were sent out. There has been a good 
response so far. 
The collections for the 554 Sewer Project is still doing well, payments are coming 
in everyday. The ratepayers are pleased that we are willing to work with them and 
take payments as long as they are consistent. 
We are working on getting some old things straightened out: “well” bills are 
being prepared and the problems properties are being sorted out. 
The monthly totals for collections are in the packets (attached to the minutes for 
record) as well as the Expenditure Report & the Due To From WPCA 
information. 
The members are happy with the collections and the progress that is being made 
in the office. 
 
Rich Bshara had a few things to go over with the members. 
He reminded the members that it is time to start preparing the budget. 
He is going to start putting items in their proper places and get things in the right 
order. 
Rich asked the members to start thinking about how they want the next (#2) bill 
for the 554 Project to be done. He wants to have enough time to start preparing so 
the WPCA will not be under the gun again. 
We’ll be using RWA for billing information we just don’t know what they are 
going to charge us now. This information may have to be used for the 554 Project 
billing if we decide to bill by consumption. It might be a good idea to have a few 
workshop meetings to look at different ways of doing the billing. 
There is the possibility that Rich may be able to save the WPCA some money on 
its phone lines at the plant. He asked for permission to do some research and see 
what he can come up with. The members all agreed that it would be a good idea to 
go out and see if there are some better deals available. 
Rich also mentioned that he is very pleased with the way the office is running and 
how smooth things are getting done.  
He asked the members if anyone had anything else for him. The members were all  
satisfied with his update. 
 
MOTION was made by Gary Merlone and was seconded by Vito Epifano to 
adjourn. All were in favor of the motion.  
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The meeting ended at 9:20 PM 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Rita St.Jacques 
Sewer Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


