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ANSONIA RECREATION COMMISSION
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November 2, 2015

Regular Meeting

Present: Anne Lynch, Vice-Chairman
Michael Cratty
Jeff Devine
Steve Sobolisky

Absent: Al Smith
Paul Velardi

Others Present: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director
Matt Edo, Alderman 6" Ward

The Regular Meeting of the Ansonia Recreation Commission was called to order by Vice-
Chairman Lynch at 6:03 p.m.

All present rose and Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

The secretary called the roll and there was a quorum present.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Devine made a motion to accept as written the minutes of the Regular Meeting October 6,
2015. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so carried.
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Public Session

Vice-Chairman Lynch asked three times if there was anyone from the public who wished to
address the commission. Hearing no one, she called for a motion to close the public session.

Mr. Cratty made a motion to close the public session. Mr. Devine seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Director Reports — Soccer

Mr. Chris Sheehy is not present.

October report was not received.

Mr. Devine asked if Mr. Sheehy sent last month’s (September) report to the Commission.

The secretary said that she did not receive anything from Mr. Sheehy this month.

Director Reports — Baseball & Softball

Colleen Rondon, President of the Little League Executive Board was present. She said that there
is a new Director and a list of those that were voted in at the Annual Meeting on October 8,
2015. She said the Fall season is still playing and there are no complaints. The Little League
Board meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. They will set the fees at the next
meeting. There is a winter clinic planned.

Vice-Chairman Lynch asked how the winter clinics will be held in the Armory with the floor
situation. She asked Mr. Coppola if he spoke to Mr. Novak and Ms. O’Malley about the repair
to the Armory floor.

Mr. Coppola said no. We can use the floor at the Armory for baseball and softball but not
basketball. He explained the reason why basketball could not use the Armory with the floor in
the condition it’s in at this time. He said he will ask Mr. Novak if they can try to repair some of
the bad spots in the Armory floor but baseball and softball can use the floor because “dead” areas
are under the basketball hoops.

Ms. Rondon said she is concerned that the floor is safe for the baseball/softball clinics.

Mr. Sobolisky said the dead spots are under the hoops and it is not good for basketball but the
baseball and softball can use the floor.

Mr. Coppola said he will have Mr. Novak send someone up to the Armory to look at repairing
the floor.
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Mr. Coppola said the Instructional program (5 & 6 year olds) will be up there and the floor will
be fixed.

Ms. Rondon said the Winter Clinics are scheduled for the Armory.

Mr. Sobolisky said the Instructional program will be two sessions — 2 days at Prendergast School
or Saturday at the Armory.

Mr. Coppola said that they have to have an Engineer look at the Armory floor and give it a free
pass for the repair because we will not get a new floor.

Vice-Chairman Lynch asked when this was decided.

Mr. Coppola said it is more feasible to build a brand new facility somewhere else than to repair
the Armory floor.

Ms. Lynch said the bathrooms are unsafe and Mr. Novak said there was money to fix the
bathrooms - to quote him $30,000 to fix the bathrooms last year.

Mr. Coppola said he will talk to Mr. Novak tomorrow.
Alderman Edo said both bathrooms need repair and he spoke to Mr. Novak three times about it.

Vice Chairman Lynch said last year Mr. Novak said there was $30,000 set aside to fix the
bathrooms in the Armory. She asked if the Cheer program was done in the Armory.

Mr. Coppola said the Cheer program will be done the end of December.

Ms. Rondon said Little League will be holding registration and clinics and some practice
sessions from February to the end of March in the Armory

There was discussion on the use of the Armory for Clinics and Instructional program. They also
discussed the repairs to the boys and girls bathrooms at the Armory.

Mr. Coppola asked if the work on the backstop at Nolan Field has started yet.

Ms. Rondon said as of Saturday it has not been started. They have cleared the fields and put
their equipment away.

Mr. Coppola said PWD asked that the fields be cleared off so they could do the work. He said
the Board of PWD meets next Thursday. He said Mr. Novak, Ms. O’Malley, Mr. Marini and
himself are meeting to discuss the work to be done on the fields. They will discuss bringing in
someone to do the work because PWD doesn’t have the equipment to the work that must be
done. Some of the work has to be done before the cold weather begins.
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Alderman Edo said the work should have been started.

Ms. Rondon said the water has to be shut off at the Concession Stand. She asked who does this
and who should notify them to turn the water off.

Mr. Coppola said PWD shuts the water off at the fields. He said he will notify them to turn the
water off at the Concession Stands.

Mr. Charlie Revere, Softball was present and Mr. Joe Pinto, LL Treasurer was also present.
Mr. Revere said that work has been done at Nelligan Field and it will be finished next week.
Alderman Edo said Mayor Cassetti said the backstop will be done.

Mr. Coppola said he will follow up with Mr. Novak on the backstop at Nolan Field.

Mr. Joe Pinto submitted the Financial Report for October 2015. He said Little League is solvent.
There is more money on the Little League side than on the Softball side. He said they have to
get together and purchase some equipment. They have a P.O. Box for the Executive Board and
they have applied to the Secretary of State to reinstate their Corporation status. This protects the
coaches and the Executive Board for liability. Mr. Pinto said they have received their non-profit
status after making several applications.

Mr. Revere said the Jr. Girls softball team has been together a number of years and they have
graduated to high school. He said they would like to hold a dinner for them at the Italian
Pavilion on November 22™ at 2:00 p.m. He said the cost is about $300. The Mayor will be
there. He said he is seeking Recreation approval to hold the dinner for these girls who are
moving to the High School. He said if it is not approved he will pay himself. The cost is for 10
pizzas and soda.

Alderman Edo said there should be a motion and a second to allow them to have the dinner for
the softball girls.

Mr. Coppola said he is recommending to separate the softball program and the baseball program
completely as far as the finances and Boards and the other expenses and activities. He said he
talked about it at the Little League meeting to see if it is feasible.

Mr. Pinto asked why?

Vice-Chairman Lynch said this hasn’t been discussed here at the Recreation Commission
meeting.

Mr. Coppola said there will be a Softball program and a Baseball program.

Ms. Rondon said you are making a decision for the league. She said if you split them each side
will have to find their own umpires, if you split the Boards the registration discounts will no
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longer be effective to families who have children in both programs. For example if there are 3
kids in the program you get $10 off for two kids — the family saves $20 - two kids in softball and
one in baseball you save. If you split everything — everything will be separate and it will be
separate boards — no discounts, etc.

Mr. Pinto said we would have to staff two separate Boards. There hasn’t been a problem with
our Board. We would have to have separate charters — one for Little League and one for
Softball. The cost is $500 for each — now it is one charter for both. We did a lot of work to file
for our Non-profit status and to establish a corporation under one Charter. This will make the
league as a whole better. To separate them it would not be good.

Mr. Pinto said there is a miss-conception that they are treated differently and this is not true. He
said he coaches on both sides and he doesn’t see any difference. Softball spent more money one
season and this season they haven’t and Little League spent money but in the end they both end
up equal.

Mr. Devine said he agrees. There are no slights to the girls — it is a benefit. If separated we will
have contention. There would be problems with sponsorships, umpires, fundraising, etc. and
there would be no overlaps.

Vice-Chairman Lynch said there was discussion about using Colony field and they had trouble
getting umpires for Nolan Field, let alone getting umpires for Colony. She asked Mr. Coppola if
he wished to discuss this further.

Mr. Coppola said no. It was brought to him by a person who asked that he bring it to Little
League Board to see if they wanted to separate baseball and softball. He said he wanted to
advise the Recreation Commission of the discussion.

Ms. Rondon said there are about 150 children registered for baseball (T-ball to Majors) —
90 from Ansonia and 30 from Derby.

There was discussion on the process for election to the Little League Board. Ms. Rondon said

that the member must be in good standing as of 8/30/15 and receive more than half the total
votes. You have to vote for at least 12 people.

Mr. Cratty moved that Recreation approves the conception of a dinner for the graduating softball
players. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Sobolisky moved to accept the Baseball/Softball report received. Mr. Cratty seconded. All
in favor, so carried.
Director Reports — Basketball

Mr. Coppola said there was basketball registration on Saturday, October 31, 2015 and on
Wednesday & Thursday for grade 3 through grade 6. He said they will be playing with Derby.
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The Instructional program meeting will be November 21, 2015. Grades 7 & 8 will practice next
week and will play with Derby Travel Rec. Div.

Mr. Coppola said Vince Della Volpe will coach the Ansonia Derby basketball program.
He said that girls can play in that league.

Vice Chairman Lynch asked if Derby is holding registration this year for basketball.

Mr. Coppola said they don’t have registration for the girls. The Instructional program is up to
Grade 2 and Derby doesn’t do it. He said the numbers come out Thursday. They can play with
Mr. Della Volpe and the Travel Team. Mr. Della Volpe is grade 4 and up. He said he can’t
make any promises until he sees the numbers and sees the choices they have.

Vice-Chairman Lynch asked if the boys begin basketball next week.

Mr. Coppola said the coaches and volunteers have sign-up sheets when they register. After
registration it is one week and they pick the teams.

Mr. Sobolisky asked if there is a Derby kid on the football team can he play on an Ansonia team.
Mr. Coppola said no, he doesn’t think so.

Vice-Chairman Lynch asked if he is reaching out to the girls in Seymour.

Mr. Coppola said it is an option if we don’t get the numbers. It is tough when you have Travel
teams in the Boys & Girls club and you have Cheverella’s team and Vince’s team. You have to
get the girls there and match them up so they can play. Grade 5, 6 and 7 sign ups were on

Saturday and no one else signed up so they went to Vince’s team and the travel team.

Mr. Cratty said the numbers are just not there. He said the Assumption School girls are down
and they are playing 4™ grade through 6™ grade.

Vice-Chairman Lynch said that there is no feeder program for the high school.

Mr. Coppola said he will let the commission know after the sign ups how the basketball program
looks.

Ms. Rondon said she didn’t know about the basketball sign ups and asked if there will be another
date to register to play.

Mr. Coppola said there will be sign ups this week.

There was discussion on combining programs because the numbers aren’t there. Right now we
have Vince’s team & Cheverella’s team, the Boys & Girls Club travel team and the Recreation
teams.

Vince Della Volpe will run the Instructional program.
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Mr. Sobolisky moved to accept Mr. Coppola’s report. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Director Reports — Football
Keith Maynard was present.

Mr. Maynard said that he is not prepared to give a report. He said the new Alliance Program has
four teams and three are advancing to regionals. He said two teams D10 and D12 advanced to
Regionals in Mass. How they place in Regionals will determine if they go to Florida.

Mr. Maynard said the 13 to 14 age group in football Ansonia was eliminated on a technicality on
the rules. There are two sets of rules and they didn’t know. Danbury advanced. The Friendship
Bowl Ansonia won against Woodland. The equipment was collected last week. There are only
20 sets not returned. He said they are confident they will get all of the equipment.

Steve Sobolisky will let the Recreation commission know about any changes in the football
program and when they change leagues.

Mr. Maynard said they can’t compete by city. They following towns are looking to create one
league: Ansonia, Derby, Oxford, Woodland, Asputuk, Wolcott, New Fairfield, Danbury,
Seymour. There is a meeting on Wednesday night with Northern CT Pop Warner regarding
merging with us. The problem is getting a charter for the new league. New Fairfield is trying to
work it out with the league so we’ll end up with a charter. The Cheer Alliance Charter was
through Colonial. They will play like size towns — there will be 18 teams.

There was discussion on the formation of the new football league. They are working hard on
trying to get the league going. The other option is to get our own league going and everyone on
the Board is on the same page. The new Cheer group is saying that they can still cheer for the
boys as long as they have the opportunity.

The Northern Pop Warner is grade based and they are not happy with that. They are in the
process of changing the league and getting a new charter. There was a meeting last week and
there are conflicts with purchases. The invoice has been paid but the question is why it was paid
when no one voted on it. Mr. Maynard is questioning why it was paid. Mr. Sobolisky asked if
there are by-laws that state the Board needs to approve the bills.

Mr. Cratty moved to accept Mr. Maynard’s report. Ms. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so
carried.
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Reports: Alison Rublemann, ANC Director

Alison Rublemann was not present.
The Commissioners received her monthly report.

Mr. Cratty moved to accept the Nature Center report. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Reports: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

Mr. Coppola was present.

Mr. Coppola said there will be a meeting with the Mayor and PWD on November 12" (Time to
be determined) on the soccer and Little League fields in the Mayor’s office. There is no long
term plan for the Armory. They will repair it to make it safe for use but not for basketball
because of the dead spots.

Mr. Coppola said Ever Ready Press did the Fliers for basketball.

Mr. Cratty moved to accept Mr. Coppola’s report. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Approval of Bills

None

Correspondence

None

Executive Session

None

Any other business to come before the commission

Mr. Sobolisky made a motion to accept the 2015-2016 Ansonia Little League Board of
Directors. Mr. Devine seconded. Yes: J. Devine, S. Sobolisky, A. Lynch. No: M. Cratty. The
motion carried: 3 yes, 1 no and 2 absent.
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December Meeting

The December meeting will be held on Monday, December 1, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.

Adjourn

Mr. Sobolisky made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Respectfully submitted,

i

Secretary
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