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ANSONIA, CONNECTICUT 06401

June 4, 2013

Regular Meeting

Present: AI Smith, Chairman
Michael Cratty
Steve Kichar
Tom Lynch
Steve Sobolisky

Absent: JamiePuro

Others Present: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director
Donna Lindgren, ANC Director

The Regular Meeting of the Ansonia Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman
Smith at 6:00 p.m.

All present rose and Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

The secretary called the roll.

There was a quorwn present.

Director Reports

Chairman Smith said that all of the Director Reports were not in the monthly packet that the
Commission members receive before the meeting therefore there will be no action taken on the
reports until the members have an opportunity to review them.
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Mr. Kichar said that there are some items that the commission has to take action on.

Chairman Smith said he is aware of that. He asked the members if they wanted to take the time
to review them at this time. He said the commission can do one at a time - review and read the
report and discuss it.

The members agreed that there will be no action on the Financial Reports until the members have
had a chance to look at them.

Football

Mr. Kichar gave the following report.

Mr. Kichar said that there are 121 boys registered for football. 29 for Flag football and 92 for
4,5,6,7 and 8 grade for pads. They have doubled their numbers. There are 90 girls for
Cheerleading and last year there were 74. There are 22 boys not registered yet that played last
year and there are some girls who have not registered that participated last year.

Mr. Kichar said the league is no longer traveling far for the games. The following towns are
participating in the league: Ansonia, Woodland, Shelton, Oxford and Seymour. He said there
are other towns considering changing to AYF.

Mr. Kichar said there is still $6700 in the account. $1600 for insurance and $5000 for the field.
Mr. Rowley will be ordering the lime and parts to repair the sprinkler system on that field.
Teams will not be on the Practice Field until the beginning of August. It makes no sense to
spend $5000 and then not let the field establish itself.

Mr. Kichar said AYF has three weeks of conditioning in June and he has advised Mr.
Chryzanowski that he cannot use the Practice Field - he has to use Pine Lot.

There was discussion on the coaches for the new season. There is registration for the Zuraw
Camp which will be held for the third year. The Camp will be Saturday, June 29,2013 at Nolan
Field for the entire day. The Camp is free for Ansonia residents and is opened to Woodland and
Oxford youth. The charge is $5.00 which covers the cost of the tee-shirt. Ansonia supplies the
food for the day.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to allow the AYF to use Nolan Field on June 29,2013 for the Third
Annual Zuraw Camp from 11:00 a.m. to dark with the Rain date of June 30, 2013. Mr. Lynch
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Lynch made a motion to accept Mr. Kichar's oral Football Report. Mr. Sobolisky
seconded. All in favor, so carried.
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Soccer

There is no one present.

Baseball & Softball

Mr. Robert DeFelice was present.

Mr. DeFelice said there is no problem with Little League Baseball everything is running
smoothly.

Mr. DeFelice said there was one issue with softball. There was a parent who posted on
Facebook that she wanted to slap a coach. She was banned from the games until the posting was
removed.

They spoke to the Coach with Mr. Coppola present. It has been all straightened out. He said
there were a couple of rain outs but everything is going smoothly.

Mr. Kichar asked about Nelligan Field and what was going on there.

Mr. DeFelice said they are planning to construct a storage shed and a small concession stand.
This will be done through the City. He said Supt. Mike Schryver will do the work.

Mr. Kichar asked if there was any funds given to this project from the Softball treasury.

Mr. DeFelice said they will pay for the PA system and some miscellaneous items.

Mr. Cratty made a motion to accept the Baseball and Softball oral report. Mr. Kichar seconded.
All in favor, so carried.

Basketball

Mr. Coppola said there are no reports for Basketball.

Public Session

Chairman Smith asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to address the
COmmISSIon.

Tyler Hallett
U14 and U19
Soccer League
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Mr. Hallett is representing: Juan Carlos Fiallos Sr., 126 South Cliff St., Ansonia, CT

Mr. Hallett said he represents Coach Juan Carlos Fiallos regarding the U14 and U19 soccer
teams. They are requesting to use the field at the Nature Center to the end of June. The first two
weeks they will be away and there will be five home games at the Nature Center.

Mr. Coppola asked how many Ansonia kids are registered to play.

Mr. Hallett said there are 15 Ansonia youth confirmed with three to five not sure. He said the
roster is all Ansonia kids - a total of 18 are on the team.

Mr. Coppola said the field is open and he has asked Mr. Rowley if he could prepare the field for
them to play there.

Mr. Kichar asked about Chris Sheehy's team.

Mr. Coppola said they are finished with their season. He advised Ms. Lindgren that this team
will be using the ANC field from 6:00 p.m, to 8:00 p.m. He gave her a schedule oftheir games.

Ms. Lindgren said when the Ranger leaves the Nature Center all of the players must leave at that
time.

Mr. Hallett said that would be OK. They will leave when the Ranger closes the park.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to allow the use of the ANC field for the U14 and U19 Soccer teams
with Coach Juan Carlos Fiallos providing the Certificate of Insurance is approved by
Corporation Counsel Blake. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Hallett gave Mr. Coppola a copy of the Certificate of Insurance.

Leon Cheeseboro
Adult Softball Games

Mr. Cheeseboro asked ifhis group of young adults could use the Softball field at Nolan field on
Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. for one game. He said they go to Nolan Field just to playa
softball game. There is no money and no trophies. It is a neighborhood game with everyone just
going there to play.

Mr. Coppola said they play on the old field near the Concession Stand.

Mr. Cheeseboro said there are two teams and they play one game every Sunday from 1:00 to
2:30 to the end of July.

Mr. Coppola said we have to work on the schedule if the Recreation Commission approves the
request. He said Mr. Blake has to look at the list he submitted.
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Mr. Cheeseboro said ifthe person's name is not on the paper they don't play in the game.

Mr. Kichar said they will have to get approval from Mr. Blake.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to allow Leon Cheeseboro's teams to use the field behind the
Concession Stand at Nolan Field for a softball game e very Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
to the end of July pending approval from Mr. Blake. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Chairman Smith asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Commission. He
asked three (3) times. There was no one.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to close the public session. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Reports: Donna Lindgren, Ansonia Nature Center Director

Ms. Lindgren was present.

Ms. Lindgren reviewed her report with the Commissioners. She discussed the waiver for fees for
the second child that is registered to attend the Summer Day classes. She is suggesting reducing
the fee 15% to 20% on the second child. The cost is $150 for the Summer Day Camp. They are
there from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The children bring their lunch and attend nature classes during
the day.

Mr. Kichar said that the Recreation Commission doesn't have anything to do with what Ms.
Lindgren charges at the Nature Center. He said that she has never come to the Commission in
the past for approval of fees for her programs. He said he feels the Recreation Commission
should not get involved in it.

Ms. Lindgren said OK. She presented her Summer Nature Day posters. She invited everyone to
attend the Nature Center Pot Luck supper on May 21,2013.

Ms. Lindgren said she attended the Parks Ordinance meeting and gave her recommendations to
the Board. She said Mr. Smith, Mr. Coppola and Mr. Kichar were present.

Mr. Kichar said that the Park Ordinance committee tabled it to the June meeting. He said at that
time the Recreation Commission will discuss the parks ordinance.

Ms. Lindgren said that is her report.

Mr. Kichar asked Ms. Lindgren if there has been any problems with the vehicles parking at the
Nature Center since the sign has been installed.
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Ms. Lindgren said no, there has been no problem.

Mr. Kichar asked Ms. Lindgren if she has the schedule of events from Recreation as to what is
going on up at the Nature Center.

Ms. Lindgren said she has all of the activities posted on the Calendar so the rangers will know
what is scheduled at the Nature Center.

Mr. Cratty made a motion to accept Ms. Lindgren's oral report. Mr. Kichar seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Reports: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

Mr. Coppola was present.

Mr. Coppola said he has been working with Richard Bshara, Asst. Comptroller with regard fess
that may be charged for trips and programs sponsored by the Recreation Commission. He asked
Ms. Lindgren how she handles the collection of funds for the various programs and classes she
has at the Nature Center. He asked her if she has her own account.

Ms. Lindgren said she prepares a requisition for the program with the cost. From the Requisition
it goes to the Purchase Order status. The invoice is submitted once the program is completed and
the Invoice is paid through the General Fund system. The City writes the check and sends it out.

Mr. Coppola said he has to have the money to buy the trip. He asked about the line items for the
trips and programs. He also discussed once the Armory floor is repaired there will be programs
held there with money in and money out.

A discussion followed on line items and the collection of money and how to handle the income
for the trip and the expense for the trip. The concern that the Commission members voiced was
that the funds for the trip would be deposited into the General Fund.

Mr. Coppola addressed Little League games and Softball games and keeping control on the field
with regard to the parents. He is suggesting that they bring in Sanctioned Umpires to umpire
these games and keep control. He said right now we are using kids and they do a good job
however the parents are out of control.

Mr. Lynch said in the past the Little League and Softball programs always used Sanctioned
Umpires.

Mr. Coppola said he is seeking the Commission's input and suggestions because there should be
more control on the field.
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A discussion followed on using Sanctioned Umpires for these games. Mr. Coppola will suggest
to the Directors that they use the Sanctioned Umpires because they have control of the game and
the parents. He said he will get the fee for Sanctioned Umpires.

Mr. Kichar agreed if it keeps control of the games.

Mr. Coppola said there are some conflicts with the Baseball Diamond at Nolan Field. He said he
is in the process of changing some of the schedules. The Tri-State Team was approved for
weekend games only. He said he will handle the revised schedules. There were some conflicts
with the Babe Ruth schedule which have been worked out. The American Legion has not
submitted a game schedule yet.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept Mr. Coppola's oral report. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Committee Reports

There are no committee reports this month.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept as written and place on file the minutes of the May 7, 2013
Regular meeting with the following corrections. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

1. Page 3: should read: "He asked the Commission to appoint Alyssa Buff as Cheer
Coordinator and Fundraising Coordinator."

2. Mr. Kichar said that he did not speak with Mr. Sheehy and the following should be
removed from the minutes:

Page 4: Mr. Kichar said that Mr. Sheehy has meetings that he must attend for the league
on Tuesdays. He is not able to attend the Recreation meetings.

Approval of Bills

Mr. Coppola presented the bills for approval.

1. Ever Ready Press for flyers: $130
2. Blanchette's for Basketball Trophy's & Vests: $434.50
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Mr. Kichar made a motion to approve the bills as presented. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor,
so carried.

Mr. Coppola asked for permission to work with Mr. Kichar on the end of year bills and
encumbrances.

The commission members agreed that Mr. Kichar and Mr. Coppola work together on the end of
the year bills.

Correspondence

1. Recreation Commission to All City Departments re: Use of Nolan Field

Any other business to come before the commission

Mr. Kichar asked if Nolan Field Parking Lot was available on July 27 and July 28 so the
Cheerleaders can set up a Lemonade Stand for a fundraiser.

Mr. Coppola said that he will check on those dates however it is in the parking lot and should not
be a problem.

Mr. Kichar also asked if Nolan Field would be available for a Car Wash on August 25,2013 for
a fundraiser.

Mr. Coppola said this will not work because the car wash is held near the Field house and
football is already in season.

Mr. Kichar said the AYF football and cheer is asking to use the Armory on November 2,2013
for a Tag Sale and Vendor Fair.

Mr. Coppola said he will check with Mr. Blake to see if that would be allowed.

Mr. Kichar said the Recreation Commission will receive 15% to 20% of the profit from this
event.

There was discussion on when the Armory Floor will be repaired. Mr. Kichar said the City was
given $500,000 grant for the repair of the floor. He asked that Mr. Coppola look into the grant
to see when the floor will be done.

Mr. Kichar discussed the AYF IRS status. He said they lost their 501C3 Non-profit status and
are in the process of being reinstated. He said that Alex Danko, Seymour has helped them in this
process.
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Mr. Lynch asked about the mulch for the playground at Nolan Field. He said the commission
discussed it last month and there was excess wood chips that could have been used at the
playground. He said the sand box needs sand and they need the wood chips at the playground.

There was discussion on the playground and it was noted that they may need to have a special
sand and wood chip that is not toxic to the children.

Executive Session

None

Adjourn

Mr. Kichar made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Respectfully submitted,

u- 11~
i-~~erty .
Secretary
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