
May 7, 2013

Regular Meeting

Present: Al Smith, Chairman
Steve Kichar, Vice-Chairman
Tom Lynch
Jamie Puro - 6:10 p.m.
Steve Sobolisky

Absent: Michael Cratty

Others Present: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director
Donna Lindgren, ANC Director

The Regular Meeting of the Ansonia Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman
Smith at 6:00 p.m.

All present rose and Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

The secretary called the roll.

There was a quorum present.

Deviate from the Agenda

Mr. Kichar made a motion to deviate from the agenda to have Jeff Coppola give his report
because Mr. Coppola has to be at a Little League Meeting at 6:30p:m. Mr. Lynch seconded. All
in favor, so carried.
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Reports: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

Mr. Coppola was present.

Mr. Coppola said that there was an incident at a Little League game and he is attending the
meeting with the Little League Executive Board and the parents this evening to resolve the issue.
There are Little League rules that must be followed and they will meet this evening to discuss
them and get all of the paperwork done and submitted.

Mr. Coppola gave a report on the Fishing Clinic given by Dave Connolly on May 4,2013. He
said there were 50 children that attended. They held the class on Thursday evening and the
fishing rodeo on Saturday. It was a fun day for all who attended.

He said he walked around Colony Pond and looked at what needed to be done to clean up the
area. He said he didn't want to clean up the area until all of the big trees are gone. He said he
will get a plan together once that is done.

Mr. Coppola said the trips and clinics that Recreation Commission will be running are on hold
right now. He said he met with Richard Bshara, Asst. Comptroller on how to handle the money
that is being collected. They are not sure yet if there will be a separate bank account for this or if
it will go through BOAT. He said he would like a policy in black and white on how to handle
the money and he will do it.

Mr. Coppola said he has not received any game schedules from American Legion or Babe Ruth.
He said he needs the schedules so he can schedule the fields. Babe Ruth is a Recreation Program
and has the fields first and American Legion fills in. He said American Legion knows the
procedure for fields.

Mr. Coppola said he is requesting that the Commission send out letters to the Board of Education
and the Ansonia Youth Football program that there is too much use of the football field.

Mr. Kichar said they are not allowed on the field until the Fall. He said that Mr. Rowley advised
him there are two scrimmages scheduled for the field.

Mr. Coppola said a letter should be sent that they can't go on the field until the Fall.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to send a letter to Mrs. Merlone, Supt. of Schools, John Lawlor,
Board of Education and Tony Piccolo, AHS Athletic Director that they can use the Game Field
for one scrimmage only and the field is not to be used until the Fall. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Mr. Coppola said he met with Babe Ruth today on their program.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept Mr. Coppola's report as presented. Mr. Sobolisky
seconded. All in favor, so carried.
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Mr. Coppola said he has three bills for payment as follows:

1. Blanchette's for trophies, for the 5,6, 7, and 8th grade basketball program: $370.50
2. Ever Ready Press for Flyers for the Fishing Clinic: $130.00
3. Ansonia Babe Ruth: $1500

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept and pay all bills if found to be correct. Mr. Lynch
seconded. All in Favor, so carried.

Mr. Coppola invited Mr. Puro to attend the Little League meeting this evening on the incident.

Mr. Puro said he will come to the meeting on the incident after the Recreation Commission
meeting tonight.

Mr. Kichar said that they have to sign a Code of Conduct to play in the program.

Director Reports

Football

Mr. Kichar gave an update on the AYF Football program. He said there are more girls registered
for Cheer than boys for football. There are 59 girls registered. Last year there were 57 and there
are 20 girls who haven't signed up yet. The football registration is slow right now. They begin
to register for football in June and July.

Mr. Kichar said the ending balance for football is $6700 left in the account. Out ofthe $6700,
$1600 is for the insurance for AYF and the $5000 for the practice field.

He said the banquets went great, everyone was happy and it was a huge success. He asked the
Commission to appoint Alyssa Buff as Cheer Coordinator. He said he has letter from her but he
forgot to bring it. He asked that Jen Millea be appointed Co-Vice-President so she can go on the
bank account

Mr. Puro made a motion to appoint Jennifer Millea as Co-Vice-President and Treasurer of AYF
and Cheer. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Lynch made a motion to appoint Alicia Buff as Fundraising Coordinator. Mr. Sobolisky
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Chairman Smith said he attended the AYF Banquet and he wants to commend the AYF for a
beautiful, well done banquet. There were no problems and everything was in order. Everyone
was laughing and smiling and enjoying themselves. Well Done event.

There was discussion on the helmets for the AYF program. Mr. Kichar said football is a year
round sport. He said he appreciated Chairman Smith attending the Football Banquet.
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Mr. Puro made amotion to accept the Football Report. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Soccer

Mr. Kichar said that Mr. Sheehy has meetings that he must attend for the league on Tuesdays.
He is not able to attend the Recreation meetings.

Mr. Sheehy sent in his monthly report and his financial report which are on file in the Town
Clerk's office. The Commissioner's received a copy in their packets.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept Mr. Sheehy'S financial statement and monthly report. Mr.
Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Kichar said that there were people at the Football Banquet that were very happy with Mr.
Sheehy and the way he runs the Soccer League. He is doing a real good job with the program.

Baseball & Softball

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept the Baseball and Softball reports that were received. Mr.
Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Public Session

Chairman Smith asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to address the
commission. He asked three (3) times. There was no one.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to close the public session. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Reports: Donna Lindgren, Ansonia Nature Center Director

Ms. Lindgren was present.

Ms. Lindgren reviewed her report with the Commissioners. She said she received the Babe Ruth
schedule and she doesn't need it.

Ms. Lindgren discussed the Bond Referendum with the Commission members. She explained to
them that the Nature Center may get a new redesigned parking lot and the Red Wing pond
dredged.
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Ms. Lindgren said that Prendergast School had requested to use the Nature Center for a
fundraiser for a new playground however they have cancelled that event. The Newtown/Sandy
Hook fund has donated playgrounds to different Towns and Cities and Ansonia's Prendergast
School was selected to receive a new playground. They do not need the fundraiser.
There was discussion on the design of the proposed parking lot. Ms. Lindgren explained the
effects to the wetland area and why it is important to protect that area.

She said she received a copy of the proposed Park Ordinance. There is a meeting tomorrow
evening and she invited the Commissioners to attend. They discussed the section on "dog clean
up" and signs.

Ms. Lindgren said that Earth Day was successful. She asked that the Commission approve her
Calendar of Events for the Summer. She said that the Nature Center is hosting a lot of Corporate
Volunteers. They have been doing work on the trails and distributing wood chips.

Mr. Lynch said that the Nolan Field Playground needs wood chips. He asked Ms. Lindgren
where they are getting the wood chips.

Ms. Lindgren suggested he contact Jan Stevens to see about getting the wood chips for Nolan
Field.

Ms. Lindgren said that the Nature Center will be honoring John Adzima on July 1, 2013.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept the report as presented by Ms. Lindgren. Mr. Lynch
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Puro asked Ms. Lindgren if she had anything else on the Park Ordinance that she wanted
addressed.

Ms. Lindgren said that she would not be able to attend the Park Ordinance Committee meeting
tomorrow evening. She said she would give Mr. Puro a written list of concerns for him to
present at the Park Ordinance workshop. She thanked Mr. Puro.

Committee Reports

There are no committee reports this month.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept as written and place on file the minutes of the April 2, 2013
Regular meeting. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Approval of Bills
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Mr. Coppola presented the bills for approval earlier in the meeting.

Correspondence

None

Any other business to come before the commission

Mr. Kichar invited everyone on the Commission to attend the Park Ordinance Committee
meeting tomorrow evening at 6:00 p.m.

Mr. Sobolisky asked about the 25th Animal Rehab program.

Ms. Lindgren said that Alison Rublemann is running the program on wildlife and what to do it
you find an animal.

There was discussion on what to do when you fmd an animal in the wildlife that needs help. Mr.
Sobolisky said there are Zoning Regulations that must be adhered to. Ms. Lindgren said that
there is State of Connecticut Regulations that specializes in wildlife that must be followed also.
You have to be certified to care for these animals and rehab these animals.

Discussion on Wildlife Rehabilitation and releasing the animals to their natural habitat
continued.

Executive Session

None

Adjourn

Mr. Kichar made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m. Mr. Lynch seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Respectfully submitted,
n ,~') -1 /J '/r: /I~ ~tt(.iL£~

Jb-Lynn Flaherty a
Secretary
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