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ANSONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

February 5, 2013

Regular Meeting

Present: Al Smith, Chairman
Steve Kichar, Vice-Chairman
Michael Cratty
Jamie Puro

~ Steve Sobolisky

Absent: Tom Lynch

Others Present: Donna Lindgren, ANC Director
Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

The Regular Meeting of the Ansonia Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman
Smith at 6:00p.m.

All present rose and Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

The secretary called the roll.

There was a quorum present.

Deviate from the agenda

Mr. Kichar made a motion to deviate from the agenda to take up Baseball and Softball because
they have another meeting to attend. Mr. Puro seconded. All in favor, so carried.
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Director Reports

1. Baseball & Softball

Marty Mikos and Robert DeFelice were present.

Mr. Mikos said that there are 87 children registered for Baseball. There will be another
registration session held on February 23, 2013 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Armory. He
said there are three families with five or six children who have hardships. He asked if the City
could pay for these families' registrations.

Mr. Kichar said the Football Program pays for the hardship families out of the Concession Stand
money. He said the City has never paid for hardship, it is up to the Parents' Association.

Mr. Mikos said Mr. Rowley will be inspecting the fields and the fences, etc. before the season
begins. He saidOpening Day is April 17, 2013. ---

Mr. DeFelice said there are 61 girls registered for Softball. Twenty (20) of them are from Derby.
There will-be a clinic.on.Sunday, February 17,2013 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:0frp.m.-- Currently there
are two tee ball teams, two coach pitch teams, two minor teams and one Jr. Team. He said at the
Jr. Level there are two girls from Seymour, one from Shelton, and one from Derby and the
remainder Ansonia. These older girls asked to come and play on our team. These towns don't
offer a JI. Level program.

Mr. Kichar asked Mr. DeFelice if they have anyone to run the Concession Stand.

Mr. DeFelice said no, not yet. They are working on getting someone.

Mr. Mikos said that Nancy Mankulics is running the Concession Stand for Baseball and there is
no one for Softball yet.

Ms. Lindgren asked if the Softball Field at the Nature Center would be reactivated this year.

Mr. Puro said no, that field will be used for the soccer program.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept the Baseball and Softball reports as presented. Mr. Puro
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

2. Football

Mr. Kichar invited the Recreation Commission and the staff to the Football Banquet to be held
on February 16,2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Assumption Church Hall. The girl's
banquet will be held on February 17,2013 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Assumption Church
Hall.
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Mr. Kichar said that Jon Chrzanowski has been nominated Vice-President of the Colonial
League Executive Board. He said that the Ansonia program received many honors from the
Colonial League. We were voted by the referees as the league with the best sportsmanship.
They basically said the Ansonia program ran great. All but three (3) uniforms have been
returned. All of the equipment and uniforms, etc. has been removed from the Armory because
there will be work done on the sprinkler system.

Mr.Puro made a motion to appoint Jon Chrzanowski as President of the AYF Football and
Cheer Program Inc. for the 2013 season. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Puro made a motion to approve the following the coaches for the 2013 season:

Flag Football:
4th grade:
5th grade:
6th grade:
7th grade:
8th grade;

Jimmy Benjamin
Brian Piccirillo
Jarvis Benjamin
Dave Tackach & Chicago Rivers Sr.
John Picheco
Shawn.Venson

Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Puro made a motion to approve the Executive Board of the AYF Football & Cheer program
as follows:

President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Football Coordinator:
Cheer Coordinators:

Jon Chrzanowski
AlexDanka
Courtney Conniff -Guggenheim
Jennifer Millea
Shawn Venson
Amelia Butler & Patricia Crisante

Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Kichar said that Amy Butler has been invited to be on the Executive Board for the Colonial
League for Cheer so Pat Crisante will be the main Cheer Coordinator.

Mr. Kichar said the final report after the football banquet should leave $5000 in the account
balance. This money will be donated to PWD for work on the practice field. He said the
program is also looking at replacing the helmets and shoulder pads.

The Commissioners discussed the replacement of the football equipment citing it is important to
have up-to-date and good quality equipment for the players.
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Mr. Kichar said that he, Mr. Puro and Mr. Venson went over the football budget and they
decided to keep it as it is. The Registration fee will remain at $175 for both football and cheer.
This has been constant for the last four or five years. They will begin registrations at the
Banquets.

Mr. Puro made a motion to keep the registration fee at $175 for football and cheer. Mr. Cratty
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Mr. Kichar reminded the Commission of the date for the banquet: Saturday - February 16,2013.
He said Shop Rite donated a lot of food for the banquet.

Mr. Coppola said there was a discussion on hardship within the recreation programs. He said the
Football program uses the money from the Concession Stand and he would like to have the
football program explain what they use their Concession Stand money for.

Mr. Kichar explained that theyuse the Concession Stand money for the annual banquets for the
football players and the cheerleaders, for the trophies, the jackets and they feed all of the kids
three to four nights a week during the football season at the field with food from the Concession
Stand. These kids eat free, there is~no'charge for the food. He said the City of Ansonia ~_
goes to the referees, conditioning of the equipment and equipment. He said the Concession
Stand money does not pay to make the football program run. It is for the children.

There was discussion on the coaches in the program and that they usually remain in their
positions unless there is a problem. Mr. Venson will notify Mr. Chrzanowski should there be a
problem with anything in the program. Mr. Chrzanowski will bring anything that should be
reviewed by the Recreation Commission to them. There are background checks done for each
new coach and cheer coach.

Mr. Kichar explained that the Executive Board documents the cost from the previous year to
determine the registration fee. He said there are 19 hardships at $200 each. This money comes
from the Concession Stand account. Our goal is not to have a lot of money left over.

Mr. Sobolisky asked the criteria for determining a hardship. He asked if the parent should show
their pay stubs or something to determine there is a hardship. He said you should have
something that shows there is a hardship, not that you know the family.

Mr. Kichar explained that they are involved with the parents and they work with the schools
(school lunch programs, etc.) to determine who would qualify for the hardship.

A discussion followed on the criteria for determining a hardship where a parent cannot pay the
registration fee for the child to play. Mr. Sobolisky said ifthe parents don't show up at practice
or a game it doesn't mean a hardship. He said you have to have proof it should not be a judgment
call. He said it's nice for the parents to say they have a hardship, but not everyone is good. Mr.
Kichar said it is not an issue as far as the hardship goes. If a parent came and asked for hardship
he would ask to see something.
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Mr. Puro made a motion to accept the Football Report. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

3. Soccer

Mrs. Flaherty said that Chris Sheehy notified her that he would not be present this evening.

Mr. Kichar said that the Soccer report was in the packet for everyone to review.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept Mr. Sheehy's report. Mr. Puro seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

4. Basketball (Boys & Girls)

¥f. Coppola said he would discuss Basketball when he gives his report.

Public Session

Chairman Smith asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to address the
comnussion.

VinForleo
44 Hoinsky Way
Ansonia, CT 06401

Mr. Forleo said he is a parent of three kids who are in the soccer program. They play in the U19
program and he is representing the U19 program.

Mrs. Flaherty said an e-mail was received today from Juan Carlos regarding the soccer program.
She gave everyone a copy.

Mr. Forleo asked why the U19 players were turned away from registration that was held by the
Ansonia Soccer Club on January 31 and Feb 2. He said they were told that the team is not being
run by the Ansonia Soccer club anymore.

Mr. Kichar said the Recreation Program consists ofthe younger children up to the 8th grade. The
older children make up the Travel Teams but they are not part of the Recreation program. The
City of Ansonia doesn't fund the Travel Teams, our funding is for younger children. The
Recreation Commission can grant the travel team the use of the field as long as there is not a
Recreation soccer game scheduled. The travel team program is run by Mr. Forleo and the
coaches and not by the Recreation Commission.
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Mr. Forleo asked for access to the fields for games and practice sessions as in the past.

Mr. Kichar said this discussion was held last year.

Mr. Puro said the soccer travel team is not part of the Recreation Soccer Program. The Travel
Team can come to us and request the use ofthe field and if it is available they can use it.

Mr. Forleo said the Soccer Travel Team is independent of the Recreation program. He said that
is OK. He said he will tell the City when they will be using the fields.

Mr. Kichar said that Mr. Forleo has to prepare his Travel Team schedule and submit it to the
Recreation Commission and Mr. Coppola for availability and approval by the Commission.
If the field is available and not being used by the Recreation Commission programs they would
be able to have their game. It depends on availability of the field.

Mr. Forleo said it would be the same as in the past. He contacts Mr. Sheehy for game schedules
and availability and Mr. Sheehy would let him know what is available.

Mr. Coppola said that the Ul9 would haveeto.share field time with the Ul4 team.

Mr. Rowley said they could use the soccer. field at the high school.

Mr. Forleo said we can use the AHS field for practice.

Mr. Kichar said that Mr. Forleo would have to get permission from the Board of Ed to use the
field.

Mr. Forleo said there are about 19 to 20 kids on the team. Most are Ansonia kids. He said he
has no problem running the Ul9 soccer travel team program. He said he understands the use of
the soccer field is dependent upon availability.

Mr. Coppola said Mr. Forleo is independent and he can coordinate the field time with Mr.
Sheehy.

Mr. Kichar said that Mr. Forleo must provide to the Recreation Commission a Certificate of
Insurance for the Travel Team.

Mr. Forleo asked if there was any indoor time available at the Armory for the travel team to
practice. He is looking for one night a week.

Mr. Kichar said that PWD is working in the Armory at this time. He suggested that Mr. Forleo
speak with Mr. Coppola.

Mr. Coppola said that he needs to have the Certificate of Insurance and he will check the
schedule for the Armory.
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Chairman Smith requested that Mr. Forleo make a report to the Recreation Commission on the
Travel Team at the end of their season so that the Commission will know what is going on.

Mr. Kichar said that the Travel Team is not part of the Recreation Commission programs and
they are only asking to use the fields.

Ms. Lindgren said that she has been receiving reports that there are soccer players staying at the
field way after it is dark. She is asking Mr. Forleo to have these players leave the field after their
game and before it is dark.

Mr. Forleo said he will address this with the players.

Robert DeFelice
Softball Director

Mr. DeFelice asked ifhe could bring in a Pitch Coach for a clinic in the Armory. He said there
will be a charge for this - split cost 50/50 to pay for the coach ..

Mr. Coppola said that it would be OK. He said Softball would have to show a report to the
Recreation Commission on what was collected and spent. -
Mr. DeFelice said the Parent's Association will pay some of the costs.

Mr. Kichar said he will speak with some of the kids who graduated and who might be willing to
help with the coach pitch for this program.

Mark Georgia
577 Skorkrat Rd.
Beacon Falls, CT

Mr. Georgia said he spoke with Joe Jeannette regarding field availability for his team "Viking
Baseball Team". He said Mr. Jeannette advised him to come to the Recreation Commission and
ask to use the field.

Mr. Kichar said the use of the field would depend on availability. The Recreation Commission
programs have the use of the fields first

Mr. Georgia said they have 12 people registered that show up for the games. They are a #1 Pro-
league team.

Mr. Kichar said 2/3rds of the team are Ansonia residents.
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Mr. Georgia said they play 20 games and they travel all over. They won 8 games but they have
no home field. He is suggesting they use Nolan Field for 10 home games.

Mr. Coppola said is this the same team Jay Choszak had last year. They had a game schedule.

Mr. Georgia said yes, it is the same team and he has a game schedule. They play Thursday
nights and Sundays.

Mr. Kichar said you have to have your own insurance and supply a Certificate of Insurance to the
City of Ansonia. You have to submit a game schedule so that Mr. Coppola can see if the field is
available.

Mr. Georgia said he has a schedule.

Mr. Coppolasaid that he has to check the dates with the Babe Ruth schedule and the American
Legion schedule.

Mr. Kichar said that 111-. Georgia has to write a letter to the Recreation Commission stating what
his plan-is for thtsteam, What he is planning to do, the number-of playees-the number of games,
the schedule, the coaches, fees, Certificate of Insurance, etc. This has to be sent to the
Commission for approval.

Mr. Georgia said he will write a letter and send it to Mr. Coppola for distribution to the
Commission for next month.

Mr. Puro made a motion to close the public session. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Reports: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

Mr. Coppola was present.

Mr. Coppola said the Girls Instructional league is going to attend the AHS Girls Basketball game
this evening and he has to leave to go with them. He said everyone received a copy of his
report in their packet.

Mr. Puro made a motion to accept Mr. Coppola's report. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Mr. Coppola left the meeting at this time.
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Reports: Donna Lindgren, Ansonia Nature Center Director

Ms. Lindgren was present.

Ms. Lindgren said that her report was in the packet this month.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept the Calendar of Events, the January Report and the February
Report. Mr. Sobolisky seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Ms. Lindgren stated she wished to speak to the proposed Parks Ordinance later on the agenda.

Committe_~_Reports

There are no committee reports this month.
- --

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept as written with the following correction and place on file the
minutes of the January 8, 2013 Organizational meeting and the Regular meeting. Mr. Puro
seconded. All infavor, so carried.

Regular Meeting: Page 2, 2nd Paragraph, 3rd sentence should read:

"He would like to have the registration forms for AYF Football program given to the students at
Mead School and Prendergast School. This may bring the registration numbers up for the
teams."

Approval of Bills

Mr. Coppola said there are no bills to present this month.

Correspondence

1. Charter Hose/W ebster Hose re: reql}est to use the Armory for the Annual Firemen's Ball
To be held April 27, 2013.

Ed Norman was present to answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Kichar said that the firemen have used the Armory in the past for their annual ball.
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Mr. Kichar made a motion to grant the Firemen permission to use the Armory for their Annual
Firemen's Ball in April. The dates to be April 25 through April 29. The Ball will be held on
April 27, 2013. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so carried.

2. Jay Abate, Babe Ruth re: request appointment as President and Vice-President Frank
DeLibero for the 2013 Babe Ruth League.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to appoint Jay Abate as President and Frank DeLibero as Vice-
President of the Babe Ruth League for the 2013 season. Mr. Puro seconded. All in favor, so
carried.

Proposed Recreation parks Ordinance

Mr. Kichar said he-gave Alderman Jerome Fainer and Corporation CounselKevin Blake a copy
of the proposed parks ordinance for their review.

Ms. Lindgren-said sh~t~-letter to the Recreation Commission stating she would appreciate
being involved with the parks ordinance.

····Mr~Kichar said that Recreation was asked by the Aldermen to create a Parks Ordinance. He said
.' Recreation oversees all of the parks. He said you being involved in writing the Ordinance is not
what.we were asked to do.

Mr. Kichar said that he, Mr. Coppola and Mr. Puro were invited to the Ordinance Committee to
do this Parks Ordinance. We were given instructions on what they wanted. The last
conversation we were waiting for approval from the Ordinance Committee and then it was going
to be sent to the Board of Aldermen. '

Ms. Lindgren gave everyone a copy of her regulations for the Nature Center. She said she would
have appreciated being involved because this affects her also.

Chairman Smith asked Ms. Lindgren if she submitted her name to the Ordinance Committee.

Ms. Lindgren said no.

Chairman Smith said that you have to go through the procedure.

Ms. Lindgren said she should have been involved first, from the beginning. The Ordinance is
here and then it went to Kevin Blake and to the Ordinance Committee.

Mr. Kichar said it followed the chain of command. He said he answers to the Board of
Aldermen.
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Mr. Norman said the Board of Aldermen, Police Dept. and the Board of Education have been
involved in security from the school and parks are a big part of the activities involving children.

There was discussion on the Ji~ijNty issues for the schools and parks. Mr. Norman said he has
been in meetings regarding th~§e Issues.

Ms. Lindgren said as a courtesy she should have been involved. She said this ordinance was
sent to the Recreation Commission and she should have received it also.

Mr. Norman explained the Ordinance process where the proposed ordinance goes to the
Ordinance Committee for approval and then it goes to the Board of Aldermen and at that level
there will be a public hearing on the Ordinance and from there Board of Aldermen will vote it
into law.

Ms. Lindgren said it is a good Ordinance butjt excludes a lot of what the Ansonia Nature Center
Director already does.

. .-.-

.. Mr. Norman said there is a Board of Aldermen meeting next Tuesday, go to the meeting and
----'bring up your concerns there.

Mr. Kichar said you have to go to the Ordinance Committee meeting first and then go to the
Board of Aldermen.

Ms. Lindgren said I have to request to be a part of this Ordinance. She said Mr. Kichar, Mr.
Coppola and Mr. Puro worked on this. She said to look at the material she gave the Commission
and see if she is justified.

Mr. Kichar said you are asking us to change the Ordinance.

Ms. Lindgren said yes.

Mr. Kichar said no, I did what I was asked to do.

Mr. Sobolisky said he understands what Ms. Lindgren is saying. He said if he was ANC
Director he would have wanted to be involved also.

Ms. Lindgren said Mr. Kichar said the Nature Center would be exempt from this ordinance.

Mr. Kichar said If you have an issue go to the Board of Aldermen. Alderman Fainer asked us to
do this five/six months ago.

Mr. Puro said the fields were damaged in July and then again in the Fall. We went over the draft
from Prospect that was given to us from Corporation Counsel. Mr. Blake and the Mayor were
here to approve it.

Rec020513

11



Mr. Kichar said what you have for the Nature Center should stay that way. What you have is
100% legitimate. This Ordinance is not hindering the Nature Center at all.

Ms. Lindgren said had I known you were involved with an Ordinance for Parks I would have
wanted to be involved.

Any other business to come before the commission

Mr. Kichar said that a gentleman called him asking to place a Clothing Bin in Ansonia. He said
the gentleman said they are placed throughout the Valley. There are lOin Oxford for their
Police Dept. They pay to place these bins on the property.

There was discussion on the clothing bins placed on City property and residential property. It is
noted that Clothing Bins are not allowed in Ansonia's Zoning.

Executive Session

None

Adjourn

Mr. Puro made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor,
so carried.

Respectfully submitted,

2;fc::ert~-
Secretary
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