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ANSONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

January 10,2012

Regular Meeting

Present: Al Smith, Chairman
Nicole Carlowitz
Michael Cratty
Steve Kichar
Jamie Puro

Absent: Tom Lynch

Others Present: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director
Martin Wigglesworth, representing Donna Lindgren, ANC Dir.

The regular meeting of the Ansonia Recreation Commission was called to order at 6:10
p.m. by Chairman Smith.

All present rose and Pledged Allegiance to the Flag.

The secretary called the roll. There was a quorum present.

Director's Reports

1. Football

Fred Williams and Jon Chryzanowski were present.

Mr. Williams said that he has submitted his reports to Mr. Miller and the Commission.
The AYF Football Banquet for the Football players will be held on January 28, 2012
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Assumption Church Hall. Millie's II will cater. The
Cheer Banquet will be held on January 29,2012 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at
Assumption Church Hall. Millie's II will cater that event also.
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Mr. Williams explained that the parents who have not completed their volunteer hours or
those who wish to bring an extra guest will be required to pay for the banquet. All of the
players, the coaches and staff and those who have volunteered will attend free of charge.
The ticket cost for non-volunteers and additional people is $15.00. The players who
earned the 3 years will receive their jackets at the banquet.

He said the date to return all uniforms is January 14,2012 at the Armory. There will be
the last AYF Executive Board meeting for the season held after the collection of
uniforms. He will submit the new names for the Executive Board at the next Recreation
Commission meeting. He said he has notified everyone participating in the program that
if they don't return their uniform they will not be allowed to attend the Banquet.

Mr. Kichar asked if Corporation Counsel Blake was able to get all ofthe uniforms
returned that were not returned last year.

Mr. Williams said yes, Mr. Blake did a great job and all of the uniforms were returned.
He said that Mr. Blake had to begin Small Claims Court against those who did not return
the uniforms. These parents did return the uniforms after that action was taken. He said
he would hope that all of the uniforms are returned this year because he doesn't want to
have the City repeat what happened last year because of the cost.

2. Soccer

Mr. Chris Sheehy was present.

Mr. Sheehy said he sent his report to Mr. Miller and the Commission. There is nothing
going on with Soccer at this time. Registration for the Spring season will be held the last
Wednesday of the month at the Armory.

Mr. Sheehy said that he needs some help with the use of the Ansonia High School Soccer
field. He will be using it exclusively this Spring for the Youth 12, Youth 14 and the
Youth 19 Travel Team . .He has sent an e-mail to the Board of Ed to use the field. He is
asking who he has to contact with regard to maintaining the field.

Mr. Puro said that the City of Ansonia maintains the fields.

Mr. Coppola said that Mr. Sheehy has to ask Mrs. Merlone for use of the field. He said
there should not be a problem with that because they usually allow Recreation to use their
fields.

Mr. Sheehy said that he is good with the Board of Education. They have given him
permission to use the field. He doesn't know who to contact to have the field maintained
and lined and prepared for them so they can use it for games and practices.
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Mr. Coppola said that Mr. Sheehy should contact Mr. Schryver, Supt. ofPWD and tell
him what he needs and they will maintain the field.

Mr. Sheehy said he will contact Mr. Schryver.

Mr. Kichar said Mr. Sheehy should give Public Works Dept. a schedule of games and
practices and that way they can take care of the field.

Mr. Sheehy said he will give Public Works Dept. a schedule when he gives his schedule
to Ms. Lindgren for the Nature Center.

3. Baseball & Softball

Marty Mikos and Kathy Paskiewicz were present.

Mr. Mikos said the renovations to the concession stand are scheduled to begin early
March ifthe weather holds out. He said the registration fees are $75 for Instructional
league, $90 for the Minors and Majors and $25 participation/raffle fee. These fees will
drop a lot when they receive the funds Mr. Miller is holding.

Mr. Mikos said registration is Saturday, January 21,2012 and February 2 and February 3
at the Armory.

Mr. Kichar asked when the Little League Charter has to be sent in.

Mr. Mikos said they need to have the Little League Charter paid by the end of January
2012.

Mr. Kichar said he will take care of the Little League Charter for them.

Mr. Mikos asked if the Armory was available for Baseball practice and Baseball clinics.

Mr. Coppola asked if the Little League program was charging for the clinics.

Mr. Mikos said no, the clinics and practices are free. He asked what the Armory
schedule was.

Mr. Coppola said on weekends 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 or 9:00 p.m. Monday the Armory is
not available and Thursday and Friday it is not available. Weekend Instructional
Basketball is in the Armory from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Mr. Coppola asked Mr. Mikos for a schedule of practice sessions and clinics so they
could see what times would be available for use of the Armory.
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4. Basketball

Mr. Coppola said the Instructional Basketball program is in its 6thweek. There are 5, 6, 7
and some 8 year olds participating. There are about 75 to 85 kids participating. They
play on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and Wednesday night is their practice
time.

Mr. Coppola said the Girls Basketball program is combined with the Derby Recreational
league. There are 3rd and 4thgrade girls participating. The combined league has 4 teams.
They play on Tuesday in Derby and Friday in Ansonia (Armory).

Chairman Smith asked if there are outsiders playing in the Armory.

Mr. Coppola said that is an issue. On Sunday there was someone in the Armory. No one
knew how they got in there - rumor is someone from the High School is letting them in.

Chairman Smith said if someone gets hurt who is responsible.

Mr. Coppola said it is not a City of Ansonia function and no one knew who or what was
going on in there.

Chairman Smith asked Mr. Coppola to keep an eye on it because he has seen lights on as
late as 11:00 p.m.

Public Session

There was no one present for the public session.

Reports: Donna Lindgren, ANC Dir.

Donna Lindgren is not present. Martin Wigglesworth is present representing Ms.
Lindgren.

Mr. Wigglesworth presented Ms. Lindgren's report and a copy of the flyers presenting
the programs that will be held at the Nature Center.

Mr. Wigglesworth discussed the Family Ice Fishing Class that will be held at the Nature
Center. He said there will be certified CT DEP Aquatic Resource Education Instructors
giving the classes. The class is Saturday, January 14thfrom 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
Nature Center.

The secretary read the Flyers presented this evening on the programs scheduled at the
Nature Center.
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Mr. Puro made a motion to accept Donna Lindgren's report as submitted. Mr. Cratty
seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Chairman Smith said that he has attended many ofthe programs sponsored by the Nature
Center both last year and this year and it is amazing what is going on at the Nature
Center. He said he recommends that the members go up there and attend some of the
programs. He said there are programs for small children and some really educational
programs for the children and adults. People don't have any idea of what is happening up
there unless you go there. There is plenty to do there and he said he recommends the
members stop up and see a program that is going on.

Reports: Jeff Coppola, Recreation Director

Jeff Coppola is present.

Mr. Coppola said that he gave his report on the Basketball program earlier. He said
tomorrow he will be attending the Budget hearing with the Aldermen for the Recreation
Commission budget. He said he is hoping they keep the budget the same as it is. The
hearing is scheduled for January 11,2012 at 6:45 p.m.

Mr. Coppola said that he put in a zero increase in the budget and Recreation is lucky the
soccer, football and baseball programs understand what the City can and cannot do. They
have been fundraising to help fund their programs. He said soccer has expanded and they
have the same budget and football is getting expensive and they increased their numbers
with no increase in the budget. He said he gives a lot of credit to the Director for doing
with less money and more kids.

Mr. Coppola said he is planning four trips this year. The trips will be sponsored through
Easy Travel however they will be Recreation Commission trips. He hasn't picked the
trips yet he has to see the cost. They will be day trips. He is asking that the Commission
give him permission to pick the trips for this year. His thoughts for trips are as follows:

1. YankeelMets Game
2. West Point Trip
3. Theater Trip
4. Holiday Trip

Mr. Coppola said that the practice field needs to be repaired and prepared for use by the
football program. This will save the main field. He said he has spoken with Mr. Rowley
about it and as soon as the weather permits they will begin on this field.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept Mr. Coppola's report as given. Mr. Puro seconded.
All in favor, so carried.
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Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kichar made a motion to accept as written and place on file the minutes of the
December 6, 2011 meeting. Mr. Cratty seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Approval of Bills

Mr. Coppola presented the following bills.

1. Blanchettes: Bill for basketball rims: $199
Bill for pump & needles basketball: $106
Bill for ice packs and medi kits: $39
Bill for needle and ice packs for 3rd & 4th grade group: $17

2. Little League Charter: $1632.10

Mr. Kichar made a motion to pay all bills if found to be correct. Mr. Puro seconded. All
in favor, so carried.

Chairman Smith asked how the fee is charged for the Charter and if it is an annual fee.

Mr. Coppola said it is an annual fee and it is for both Little League and Softball. The fee
is determined by the number of teams and the insurance required for each team and
player.

Mr. Kichar said that as the teams dwindle down the Charter cost is less expensive.

Correspondence

There was no correspondence this month.

Any other business to come before the Commission

Mr. Kichar said he would like to make a motion to allow the baseball, football and soccer
programs if needed as determined by the President of each group charge a raffle fee
included in the registration fee and the parents who participate will get their participation
fee back. There are three programs that charge a fee that comes to Recreation. The raffle
fee will be refunded to the parents as long as they participate and they will get their $50
back. All other towns do this so that they get parents to participate in the program.
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Chairman Smith said that the programs that want to do this should write up a policy and
present it to the Recreation Commission for approval.

Mr. Kichar said that the commission has discussed this in the past. There has been
discussion on parents that don't participate in the programs and how to get them to
participate by charging a raffle fee or participation fee. Those that volunteer will get their
money back.

Commission discussion was had regarding adding an additional fee to the registration fee
for a raffle or for participation in the program.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to allow the Soccer, Baseball and Football/Cheer programs
collect a raffle fee and Parent's Participation fee along with the registration fees at the
time they register their child/children for the programs. Ms. Carlowitz seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Mr. Bart Flaherty asked about the accountability of the fees collected and how would it
be reported i.e. registration fee, participation fee, raffle fee and then the refunds.

Mr. Kichar asked Mr. Flaherty ifhe has been to the Recreation Commission meetings.

Mr. Flaherty said he has read the minutes of every meeting and that the Chair was not out
of line asking for a written policy.

Mr. Kichar made a motion to go into Executive Session. Mr. Puro seconded.

Mr. Flaherty asked why the Commission was going into Executive Session. He said you
can only go into executive session for the following reasons: personnel, contracts and'
litigation. Everything else is in public session.

There was discussion on executive session and the reasons why a Board would go into
Executive Session.

Mr. Kichar said he wants to go into Executive Session to discuss a ruling the Recreation
Commission made several months ago and they are not following their own rules. The
Commission stated that all reports had to be in the monthly packet that is sent to the
commission members so that the members can read the reports before the meeting.
People come and speak about things that are not in the packet. Ms. Lindgren's flyers
were not in the packet and the secretary read them to the commission tonight. Why is it
that Soccer and Football and Baseball can get their reports in so they can be mailed ahead
of time?

Mr. Kichar continued stating that the discussion on the football fees was discussed three
or four months. We discussed a fee for not volunteering and a raffle fee that would be
charged along with the registration fee when the parent registers the child for the
program. He said that Mr. Smith doesn't understand.
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Chairman Smith said he just wants something from them for the record. He wants a
written policy from baseball, football, soccer with the fee that is to be charged the parents
so that the commission can have it in the record and the commission can vote on those
specific fees that are being charged.

Mr. Coppola said there are registration forms that the parents have and these forms will
have a breakdown of the fees. For example: $60 registration fee, $25 raffle fee, $50
participation fee. They can have it in their Flyer and the commission can have the flyer
and they can OK it and put it in the file. The fees will be different for each sport.

Chairman Smith said the baseball, soccer and football will have different fees - why.
Why can the participation fee be the same and the raffle fee be the same.

Ms. Carlowitz said because football is more expensive to run and they need more money.
to continue to run this program. They need parent participation to help with all of the
duties associated with the program.

Chairman Smith said he agrees with that as long as the written policy for each sport is in
the records.

Mr. Coppola said they can provide a copy of the registration form and the commission
can vote on that and put that in the minutes.

Chairman Smith said he is not against charging these fees but he is concerned that it is
done correctly with everyone knowing what is going on and what is being charged.

Mr. Coppola said the Commission is covered.

Mr. Kichar said the other thing is the reports in the packets each month. The Commission
voted at least three times that if a report is not in the packet and the commission members
do not receive it before the meeting the Commission will not take it up. There is one
report that is received at the meetings and Chairman Smith takes that report and discusses
it even though the Commission voted not to take it up if it is not received in the packet.

Mr. Coppola said that it has to come from the Commission members if they don't want to
discuss the report or accept the report. Make a motion to table the report to the next
month to give the Commission members an opportunity to read and review the report.

Chairman Smith agreed that they should submit their reports on time so the Commission
members have time to read them.

Mr. Coppola said if you are handed a report the same night as the meeting you have to
read it and that takes time.
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Mr. Kichar said we get our packages three to four days in advance of the meeting giving
us time to read the reports and understand them.

Chairman Smith suggested the Commission send a letter to Ms. Lindgren advising her
that her reports must be in the Thursday before the meeting or the Recreation
Commission will not take up her report.

Mr. Wigglesworth said the commission has the tools to uphold their ruling. As of this
meeting you've been generous so you should follow your rules. He said he will verbally
tell Ms. Lindgren.

Mr. Kichar said he doesn't understand. It was done the right way for three or four
months and then it goes back to the way it was. She knows about this.

Chairman Smith said it will not happen in the future.

Ms. Carlowitz made a motion to send a letter to Ms. Lindgren advising her that her report
'and information for the Commission meeting must be submitted on time so that it can be
mailed to the members. If it is not received in the packets, the report will be tabled. Mr.
Puro seconded. All in favor, so carried.

Executive Session (if needed)

None

Adjourn

Mr. Puro made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. Mr. Kichar seconded. All in
favor, so carried.

Respectfully submitted,

C1~~ii~Jlf~ laherty
Secret
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