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REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, May 2,2012

5:00PM
Erlingheuser Room

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Nicholas Amico called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

All those present rose for the pledge of allegiance.

ROLLCALL

At the request of the Chairman, the Recording Secretary called the roll. The following
Commissioners were present.

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico
Commissioner X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X
Bob Goldson

I

Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka
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Also in attendance:

Chief Keviri Hale
Alderman Phil Tripp

Recording Secretary recorded five (5) Commissioners present at the time of the roll call. The
Chairman declared a quorum and proceeded with the agenda of the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Amico asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the April 4, 2012 Regular Meeting.
Commissioner Goldson made a motion to accept the April 4, 2012 Regular Meeting minutes as
written with necessary corrections if any. Commissioner Pitney seconded the motion. All in
favor, motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No
Made Motion

Abstained Absent

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commission X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

PUBLIC SESSION

Chairman Amico asked ifthere was anyone present who wished to speak during the public
session.

Jared Heon, ARMS Chief
West Main St.
Ansonia, CT 06401
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Chief Jared Heon said he is requesting the Police Commission consider a crosswalk from Water
Street to the Municipal Parking lot at the intersection. The tenants that live at 15 West Main St.
park in the Municipal Parking Lot and there is no crosswalk for them to use as they cross the
street to their vehicle. He said there is no lighting at that end of the parking lot and a lot of
people live in 15 West. Main St. and there should be adequate lighting for safety.

Chief Jared Heon said there was a medical emergency at Park Place and the three officers who
responded were great outside. The officers are Officer Jennifer Guisto, Officer John Fitzgerald
and Officer Eric Sturges. They all helped tremendouslywith the emergency.

Commissioner Goldson asked Chief Heon ifhe could put his request for the crosswalk in writing
to the Police Commission. He also asked him to send a letter to the Police Commission
commending the three officers.

ChiefHeon said he would send a letter to the Police Commission for both the crosswalk and the
compliment to the officers.

Ed Musante
Old Ansonia Road
Ansonia, CT 06401

Mr. Musante thanked the Police Commission for the installation of the sign at N. Prospect St.
Ext. He said N. State St. needs another sign. The one that was there has been stolen.

Chairman Amico thanked Mr. Musante.

Bart Flaherty
28 Pinecrest Ave.
Ansonia, CT 06401

Mr. Flaherty said he heard N. Spring Street was under consideration to become a one-way street
because Of traffic problems. He said he is very familiar with this street and this area because he
has traveled it twice a day for 40 years. There is a vehicle parked right past the Hillside Cafe just
up from the "No Parking" sign. The vehicle is usually an SUV and they will park right up to the
sign. Thls invariably blocks the entire street. If the sign is moved to the end of the grass area so
they can't park there it would alleviate some of the congestion on the street so cars could pass.
There is adequate off street parking for the residents in their driveways on their property. At the
stop sign going south to the Police Station there was a school bus coming up Jewett Street hill
that could not make the turn because there were two cars parked at the intersection. These cars
were parked too close to the intersection of Jewett Street and N. Spring Street.
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Mr. Flaherty said on the one way for N. Spring St. - Jewett Street and N. Spring Street is one of
the only ways to get home safely in the winter because there are no big hills to travel. It's the
safest way in and out of that area in the snow. You don't have to go down the hill in the snow
you can go across N. Spring St. to Jewett St. He said he would hate to see this section ofN.
Spring Street become a one way street. He suggested putting some ''NO PARKING" signs
opposite the Cafe or on one side of the street. There is adequate parking for the three family
dwelling located there.

Chief Hale said there is a ''No Parking" sign north of the Bar.

Mr. Flaherty said there is but it should be moved to the edge of the Bar driveway. Someone
always parks there in that area. This would eliminate one sticking point that blocks traffic on the
street.

There was discussion onthe other available parking in the area such as the former lawnmower
business. There are barricades in front of the storefront parking area for the former business so
that no one can park there. The same owner owns this building as well as the Cafe building.

Chief Hale said there was a survey done and the Officers spoke with 31 residents. 26 of these
residents are in favor of making N. Spring St. one way north.

Mr. Flaherty asked ifajraffic study was done because this road is a feeder to the Hilltop. There
•.- -". -

is adequate on site parking for the homes on the street and the residents like to park on the street
instead of using the parking available to them on their site. The "No Parking" signs might force
them to park on their property freeing up the street for through traffic. He said he has traveled
this street since 1972 and there has never been an issue there.

Chief Hale said the request came from an Alderman.

Mr. Flaherty said it is an easy access to the Hilltop and it is a fairly heavy traveled road and it is
a good safe way to go home without going up or down the hill especially in a snow storm. He
thanked the Commission for their consideration in this request.

Frank Heusser
Wakelee Avenue
Ansonia, CT0640 1
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Mr. Heusser said he was at the Board of Police Commissioners meeting last month on his
f

documents regarding the tow list that were forwarded to the Commissioners. He said he wanted
t6 make sure everyone had an opportunity to review the information in the packet.

Chairman Amico said he just received his information packet yesterday and he has some issues
to discuss.

Mr. Heusser said can I get an answer next month as to whether or not I will be put back on the
tow list.

Chairman Amico said he can't say for sure, he has to review the information and resolve his
questions.

Mr. Heusser said he will have to seek counsel.

Chairman Amico said do what you have to do.

Mr. Heusser asked if he can get a yes or a no next month.

Chairman Amico said that he will give him a yes or no.

Chairman Amico asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Board of Police
Commissioners. He asked three times.

There was no one else to address the Board. The Public Session was closed.

MONTHLY REPORTS

Commissioner Pitney made a motion to approve the monthly reports as submitted.
Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

Monthly Reports:
1. Departmental Monthly Report
2. Car Maintenance Report
3. 'Officers' Activities Report
4. Detective Bureau
5. IA Log- nothing to report for this month
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COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commission X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

COMMUNICATIONS

Chairman Amico asked if there were any communications.

Chief Hale said the only letter this month is to DOT on the left turn.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Board to discuss issues concerning a new pension recipient.

Chief Hale said that this is in negotiation.

2. Request to make North Spring Street a one-way

Chief Hale said the Police Department did not do a traffic survey because of problems with the
Metrocount units so he will put a counter up there to get the numbers. He said from the survey
taken of the neighborhood there were 85% in favor of one way north from Jewett St. to Rill St.

Chairman Amico said the street is too congested.

Chief Hale said the residenceshave off street parking. The road is narrow and there are other
businesses that could open. It is a pass through street. He said he will get some information on
the traffic.

Commissioner Paul Heon said the left turn could be a problem. He asked that the Chief consult
with the Fire Department with regard to a Fire Truck making that turn.
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Chief Hale said he met with the Fire Dept. and they said they would come up Hill Street and
make the turn going the wrong way should there be a fire on the street. Webster Hose will be
coming off Jewett St. The other Fire Dept. would take the left turn. He said he also met with
the Public Works Dept.

Chairman Amico asked if there was any other unfinished business.

Commissioner Pitney asked if a letter was written regarding the stop sign on Elm Street.

Chief Hale said no, they have been reluctant to do anything.

Commissioner Pitney asked ifthere is anything that can be "workable" for that area.

Chief Hale said initially there were rear-end accidents. A stop sign on Elm St. and Park Place
might make it possible to turn onto Elm St. from Park Place. It is an impossible area and to make
it right the entire section would have to be reconstructed. He said he met with the State of CT
there and they will consider suggestions but right now they will leave it alone.

Commissioner Pitney made a motion to go back into Public Session. Commissioner Goldson
seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commission X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

Ken Plavnicky
Mountain View Road
Ansonia, Ct 06401
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Mr. Plavnicky said the Fire Chief was arrested because there were guns in the Fire Dept. and
now he is back as a Fire Chief again.

Chief Hale said he was not arrested. There were two weapons never recovered and Personnel
rules were followed and it was handled within the Fire Dept.

Commissioner Tyszka said the Fire Commission runs the Fire Department and we would not
discipline him.

Chief Hale said there were no arrests and the two weapons were not recovered.

Commissioner Tyszka said there was a typical suspension.

Commissioner Pitney made a motion to go back into regular meeting. Commissioner Tyszka
seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commission X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X X
Frank Tyszka

NEW BUSINESS

1. School Resource Officer

Chief Hale said the School Resource Officer has been on duty for three years and after three
years it is opened up to change. Officer Michael Barry is the current School Resource Officer.
Chief Hale said he had a good meeting with Officer Barry and he has a tremendous program
going. The Committee consisting of the Supt. of School, AHS Principal; a member of the public
and myself agree unanimously that Officer Barry should continue for another three year term.
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He said he will sit with Officer Barry every year to make sure his level is still there and wants to
. \

contmue.

Chairman Amico said he has heard good things.

Chief Hale said the first year there were 60 arrests. This year he is on pace to make 25. Officer
Barry is trying to grow the morning program. We are currently trying to join with Derby full
scale in their Juvenile Diversion Program so instead of sending the kids to Court they have to
perform community service and participate in these activities. We were invited by Derby to join
them. He said he is suggesting the Board approve Officer Barry for another three years.

Commissioner Paul Heon asked if the Union contract is OK with temporary employee
assignments.

Chief Hale said there is no problem with the Union.

Commissioner Goldson made a motion to accept the Committees recommendation to keep
Officer Michael Barry as the School Resource Officer for another three (3) years. Commissioner
Pitney seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No
Made Motion

Abstained Absent

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney .

Commission X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

I ORAL REPORT: Chief Kevin Hale

Chief Hale presented the following oral report to the Commission.
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Personnel:

• Five (5) officers are on workers compensation.
• Three (3) officers had surgery and one (1) is on light duty.
• One (1) FT dispatcher is back working.
• There is one Police Officer in the Academy
• There is one opening for Part time dispatcher
• They will be testing for the Sergeant's position

Miscellaneous:

• They have met with BOAT on the Police budget
• The tentative budget is due in two weeks 5/14/12 and the final budget will be 5/21/12
• The Page Street ''No Parking" sign was to be installed - Chief Hale said he will check to

see if it was done.
• PWD has yet to install the island for the intersection on Beverly Drive and Highland Ave.
• The Memorial Day Parade is Sunday, May 27,2012 at 2:00 p.m.
•. The Woodbridge Avenue Memorial Ceremonyis Sunday, May 20,2012 at 2:00 p.m.

The plaques are up and they look great. He said this is a great ceremony that has been
going on for 68 years.

• The Police Dept. is working on some major cases and there is some movement.

Commissioner Goldson made a motion to accept Chief Hales' oral report. Commissioner Pitney
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka
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Commissioner Tyszka asked about the cameras at intersections and what happened in the,
Legislature. .

Chief Hale said communities have to have over 49,000 to qualify.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Goldson made a motion to go into Executive Session at 5:30 p.m. to discuss
Personnel matters.' Invited to Executive session is Chief Hale. Commissioner Pitney seconded
the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

,

Commissioner Goldson made a motion to go back into regular session at 6:00 p.m. There were
no decisions or votes taken in Executive Session: Commission Tyszka seconded the motion. All .
in favor, motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained
Made Motion

Absent

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X X
Frank: Tyszka
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Commissioner Pitney made a motion to Deny the Grievance # 2012-01 set forth tonight in
Executive Session. Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion
carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made .Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X
Frank Tyszka

Commissioner Pitney made a motion to accept the Committee's recommendation on the Brian
Phipps Award. Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained
Made Motion

Absent

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X .
Frank Tyszka
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ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to adjourn the meeting at6:05 p.m. Commissioner
Goldson seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

COMMISSIONER
Motion Seconded

Yes No Abstained Absent
Made Motion

Commissioner X
Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)
Commissioner X
Ann Pitney
Commissioner X X
Bob Goldson
Commissioner X
Paul Heon
Commissioner X X
Frank Tyszka

Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 6, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

~-1rV'-J£oY4
Jo-Lynn Flaherty
Acting Recording Secretary
Board of Police Commissioners/Traffic Authority
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