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REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, December 05, 2012 
5:00 PM 

Erlingheuser Room 
 

MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Commissioner Nicholas L. Amico chaired the meeting and called the meeting to order at 5:00 
PM.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: 
All those present rose for the pledge of allegiance.   
 
ROLL CALL: 
At the request of the Chairman, the Recording Secretary called the roll.  The following 
Commissioners were present.  

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 
Commissioner  
Nicholas L. Amico 

X   

Commissioner 
Ann Pitney 

X   

Commissioner 
Bob Goldson 

X   

Commissioner  
Frank Tyszka 

X   
 

Commissioner  
Paul Heon 

X   
 

Also in attendance: 
Chief Kevin J. Hale, Aldermen Tripp, Aldermen Nihill, Acting Comptroller Rich Bshara    
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Recording Secretary recorded five Commissioners present at the time of the roll call. The 
Chairman declared a quorum and proceeded with the agenda of the meeting. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chairman asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the October 3, 2012, regular meeting.  
Commissioner Pitney made a motion to accept the October 3, 2012 regular meeting minutes.   
Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney  X    X    
Bob Goldson        X X    
Frank Tyszka   X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
PUBLIC SESSION: 
Chairman asked if there was anyone present to speak during the public session.   
 
Edward Musante 
21 Castle Lane  
Ansonia, CT 06401 
 
Mr. Musanti stated that the “No Turn of Red” sign at the location of Division Street at Main 
Street is hidden and asked if it can be moved so that it is visible to drivers so they know that you 
cannot turn on red at that location.  Also Mr. Musanti asked if the Board can call the State of 
Connecticut to request an electric sign to be placed on rt. 8 in Ansonia which would be able to 
detail the traffic situations through the day.  Mr. Musanti noted that he spoke with the Board of 
Aldermen as well. 
 
Aldermen Phillip Tripp 
57 Eagle Street 
Ansonia, CT 06401 
 
Aldermen Tripp informed the Board that a resident of Ansonia decorated the outside property 
with holiday decorations and when she returned home she found that the decorations had been 
stolen/vandalized.  He requested that there be more patrolling on Prospect Street.  He then 
introduced Janet Vitarius Waugh who was the homeowner. 
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Janet Vitarius Waugh 
83 Prospect Street 
Ansonia, CT 06401 
 
Ms. Waugh explained that between the times of 10am to4pm a wreath from her property was 
stolen.  She stated that she has complained numerous time of the drug activity in the area and 
noted that she finds the issues getting worse instead of better.  She stated that she doesn’t feel 
safe and something needs to be done.  Ms. Waugh also explained that on September 21st, 2012, 
she walked her two dogs near the park located near the Ansonia Library.  She stated that a pit 
bull attacked her two dogs and she has paid lots of money towards their medical treatments and 
they are not getting better.  Ms. Waugh also noted that this pit bull was the same pit bull that 
attacked her as well.  She expressed her anger at the fact that she feels nothing has been done.  
Ms. Waugh stated that she didn’t want to put all the fault on the Dog Warden because she 
understands that she is very understaffed but she expressed that the police department should do 
something about it also because it could have prevent this situation in the first place.  Ms. Waugh 
also noted that after three months there is still “No Pets Allowed” sign at the park.  Chief Hale 
stated that he is aware of both of these incidents and that he will be looking into both of them. 
 
Aldermen Scott Nihill 
37 Berkshire Road 
Ansonia, CT 06401  
 
Aldermen Nihill explained that on Kileys Lane there are two dumpsters reported to be on the 
road and they have been there for several months and calls have been made to the police 
department.  Chief Hale explained that this matter has been looked into and what happened was 
that there was a fire on that street and the residents/owners were granted permission to remove 
indoor items however the hold up on the removal is the is the issue of payment to the dumpster 
company.  Chief Hale felt that there should be a process where the person would have to be 
approved for a 5-10 day permit.  Chief Hale noted that there is no ordinance regarding 
dumpsters. 
 
Aldermen Tripp also asked the Board if they had a desirable ceiling for police officers?  
Commissioner Pitney and Commissioner Tyszka stated they believed it was based on what 
positions are budgeted.  Chief Hale explained that capped and budgeted are two different things, 
for example the Detective Division is budgeted for an additional detective however it needs to be 
approved by the Board of Aldermen to allow that fifth detective.  A brief discussion on this 
matter was held. 
 
Chief Hale noted that he will request the “No Pets Allowed” sign from Public Works as soon as 
possible.  He also noted that he will follow up on the reprimand that was given to the dog owner.  
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MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Commissioner Pitney made a motion to accept the monthly reports.  Commissioner Goldson 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion 

Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney  X    X    
Bob Goldson  X X    
Frank Tyszka   X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Commissioner Goldson made a motion to accept the communications and place them on file.  
Commissioner Tyszka seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion 

Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney     X    
Bob Goldson X  X    
Frank Tyszka  X X    
Paul Heon   X    
 

A. Letter from Ms. Samantha Santos to the Board regarding the lack of stop signs at 
the intersection of Jewett St and Central St. The Board was unsure of the 
location and Chief Hale explained that the location was north bound going 
down toward the funeral home.  Chief Hale stated that he would report back. 

B. Letter dated September 21, 2012, cc: to the Board regarding request for 
reimbursement of damaged personal cellular phone.  Invoice attached.  
Commissioner Pitney made a motion to approve the reimbursement of 
$150.00, Commissioner Heon stated to the Board that these request need to 
be looked into to be sure on what the employee is paying out prior to 
approval.  Commissioner Heon stated that his memo notes that he had 
insurance on the phone and wanted to make sure that he was not reimbursed 
already. Commissioner Pitney amended her motion.  Commissioner Pitney 
made a motion to approve the reimbursement of ($150.00) once everything is 
in order.  Commissioner Tyszka seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion 
carried.   
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COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion 

Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney  X   X    
Bob Goldson   X    
Frank Tyszka  X X    
Paul Heon   X    

 
C. Letter dated October 18, 2012, to the Board from the Department of 

Transportation/State Traffic Commission approving the “No Turn on Red” sign 
on Route 115 at the intersection of Division St. and Elm Street. FYI Only.  
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to approve the states findings.  
Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney     X    
Bob Goldson  X X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    

 
D. Letter dated November 2, 2012, From Chief Kevin J. Hale to the Board requesting 

approval of policies 3.200 and 3.300.  Commissioner Goldson made a motion 
to approve both policies 3.200 and 3.330.  Commissioner Pitney seconded the 
motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney    X X    
Bob Goldson X  X    
Frank Tyszka   X    
Paul Heon   X    

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
1. Board to discuss issues concerning a new pension recipient. Matter will be discussed in 

executive session.  
2. Request for island and stop sign on Beverly Drive and its intersection with Highland Ave.  

Chief Hale explained that three letters have gone out regarding this issue and there 



6	  

	  

has been no correspondence in return.  Commissioner Amico stated that he would 
contact the Department of Public Works. 
 

3. Review survey on Holbrook Street concerning two way traffic.  Chief Hale explained to 
the Board that a survey of this location was done and it was regarding whether or 
not the residents of Holbrook Street would like to make it a two way street.  Chief 
Hale stated that the 12-said yes, 26- said no, and 19-could not be reached.  Chief 
Hale also stated that the public works department as well as the fire departments 
were in favor of the change.  Commissioner Pitney asked if those 19 people can be 
reach again.  Chief Hale stated that all 19 would have to say yes in order for it to be 
changed.  Commissioner Heon suggested a reach out for the neighborhood so that 
they can attend a Board meeting so this way the Board could hear their reasoning.  
Commissioner Tyszka said that the survey shows the majority prefer the one-way so 
why change it when they are happy with the way it is.  Commissioner Tyszka made 
a motion that the Board listen to the results of the survey and leave Holbrook Street 
as it is.  Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney    X    
Bob Goldson  X X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Chairman wanted to note the Board members assigned to the following subcommittees: 
Commissioner Goldson & Commissioner Tyszka     Policies Committee 
Commissioner Heon & Commissioner Pitney Organization Committee 
Commissioner Heon & Commissioner Tyszka Facilities Committee 
Commissioner Amico & Commissioner Goldson Hiring Committee 
Commissioner Heon & Commissioner Tyszka  Budget Committee 
 
Commissioner Goldson made a motion to approve the names on the various committees.  
Commissioner Tyszka seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney    X    
Bob Goldson X  X    
Frank Tyszka  X X    
Paul Heon   X    
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Commissioner Tyszka stated that there are parking issues at the vicinity of Charter Hose.  
Commissioner Tyszka recommended that the area be patrolled.  
 
Commissioner Tyszka asked that the tentative meeting set for January 2 be changed to Thursday, 
January 3, 2013 with the organizational meeting to be held at 4:45 due to the holiday.  
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to accept the 2013 schedule with the January meeting date 
to be change to Thursday, January 3, 2013.  Commissioner Pitney seconded the motion.  All in 
favor, motion carried.   

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney   X X    
Bob Goldson   X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
ORAL REPORT:  
Personnel:  
-2 Officers are out on long term injuries. 
-1 Officer in the Field Training Program.   
-2 recruits are in the POST Training Academy and are set to graduate December 20th and there is 
an extra ticket for one Commissioner. 
-There is one patrol opening and there is one finalist who will be presented in January. 
-There is a Crossing Guard opening and a Part-Time Dispatcher opening where there is a 
candidate going through the background check.  
Miscellaneous:  
-New patrol SUV’s should be in use this month, car 8 has a blown transmission.  Car 2 needs to 
be replaced; it currently is the most costly vehicle out of the fleet. 
-The department has recently changed radio companies and there has been a positive result.  The 
vendor is the same for both fire and ARMS. 
-Hurricane Sandy overtime response was $9300.00 in overtime.  The department is trying to get 
reimbursement from FEMA.  The EOC as well as Code Red were all in effect.  Chief Hale stated 
that the summer drill helped in the preparation for this storm. 
-There will be a meeting on Monday night at 7pm with the Finance committee to discus projects.  
The boiler is on its way out and President of the B.O.A. President Sharkey is helping with this.  
Also the generator needs to be replaced as well.  Chief Hale is also looking into the purchase of a 
U.P.S. in order to keep radios from shutting down, so there is no delay should the power go out. 
- The D.O.T. denied the stop sign request made for the intersection at Park Place. 
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-Pending the Board of Aldermen’s approval the Chief asked this Board to approve the total of 
detectives to go from four to five. 
 
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to go from four to five detectives.  Commissioner Goldson 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney    X    
Bob Goldson  X X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
-Officer Esposito ran a personal safety class which had a poor showing even with the 
advertisements being in the newspaper, town website and emails to local business.  Officer 
Esposito will continue his efforts. 
 
Commissioner Goldson made a motion to accept Chief Hale’s oral report.  Commissioner Pitney 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney   X X    
Bob Goldson X  X    
Frank Tyszka   X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to go into executive session with the Chief, members of 
the Board, Rich Bshara, and Chief Michael Metzler of the Seymour Police Department.  
Commissioner Pitney seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney   X X    
Bob Goldson   X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
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Entered into executive session at 6:02 PM 
 
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to exit executive session and go into regular session.  
Commissioner Goldson seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney    X    
Bob Goldson  X X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
Entered regular session at 6:33 PM. 
 
Commissioner Heon read the motion for item A in Executive session which is as follows: 
I make a motion Whereas, both Chief Michael Metzler (Metzler) of the Seymour Police 
Department and Officer Jeffrey Ward (Ward) are former employees of the Ansonia Police 
Department; whereas, both Metzler and Ward are entitled to retirement benefits from the City of 
Ansonia for their respective periods of employment; whereas, currently, City of Ansonia police 
officers are covered for retirement purposes by the Municipal Employees Retirement Fund 
(“MERF”) which is administered by the State of Connecticut; whereas, it is in the best interest of 
the City of Ansonia, Ward and Metzler to determine whether the State of Connecticut will allow 
Ward and Metzler to “buy into” the MERF as means of retirement in lieu of the City of Ansonia 
making payment for retirement.  Now therefore, the Ansonia Board of Police Commissioner 
hereby moves that:  
(1) Mr. Richard Bshara be authorized to obtain the exact cost and payment deadline for allowing 
both Metzler and Ward into MERF; 
(2) Attorney Francis Teodosio be directed to draft separate Releases and Hold Harmless 
Agreements for Ward and Metzler which agreements release the City of Ansonia from any 
retirement claims in the event MERF accepts WARD and/or METZLER. 
(3) Metzler be reimbursed the sum of $450.00 for monies he spent to obtain actuarial information 
for the City of Ansonia; 
(4) Chairman be authorized to sign any and all paperwork to allow Ward and Metzler into MERF 
provide that: 
 (a) the cost of such action does not exceed $25,000.00; 
 (b) both Metzler and Ward have signed the Release and Hold Harmless Agreement’ and 
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(c) the Ansonia Board of Aldermen and the Mayor have been notified in writing of the 
action; and 
(d) Ansonia labor counsel approves the final agreement. 

 
Mr. Bshara asked that Commissioner Heon amend  #4 section (a) of the motion that it reads the 
cost of such action does not exceed $25,000.00 in total.  Amendment of the motion was noted.  
Commissioner Pitney seconded the motion as well as the amendment to #4 (a).  All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney   X X    
Bob Goldson   X    
Frank Tyszka   X    
Paul Heon X  X    
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Commissioner Tyszka made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Pitney seconded the motion.  
All in favor, motion carried.  

COMMISSIONER Motion 
Made 

Seconded 
Motion Yes No Abstained Absent 

Nicholas L. Amico (Chair)   X    
Ann Pitney   X X    
Bob Goldson   X    
Frank Tyszka X  X    
Paul Heon   X    
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:37 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer Lester 
Recording Secretary 
Board of Police Commissioners/Traffic Authority 


