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CITY OF ANSONIA 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN  
Regular Meeting – June 12, 2012 
 

Call to Order 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Ansonia Board of Aldermen was called to order at  
7 p.m. by Aldermanic President Gene Sharkey.  All those present rose and 
pledged allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The secretary called the roll: 
 
Edward Adamowski, D1– present 
Robert Duffus, D1 – present  
Charles Stowe, R2 – present 
Philip Tripp, R2 – present  
Joseph Jeanette, D3– absent 
Kevin Mott, D3 – present  
Anthony DeLucia, D4 – present  

Jerome Fainer, D4 – present 
Howard Madigosky, D5 – present 

Joan Radin, R5 – present  
Scott Nihill, D6 – present   

David Knapp, D7– present 
John Marini, R7 – present  

Gene Sharkey, D6 – present 
 
President Sharkey declared a quorum of 13 present, 1 absent. 
 
Consideration of Previous Minutes 
 

1. Regular Meeting of May 8, 2012 
2. Special Joint Meeting - BOA and BOA&T of June 4, 2012 

 
Alderman Radin MOVED to accept the minutes; SECONDED by Alderman Knapp.  
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Public Session 
 
Randolph Carroll, Chairman, Historical Commission 
 
I’ll pass this around. I received this from the State; I need your permission to 
put this bronze plaque in the Bare Plains Cemetery. What it says is, in the 
1830’s up by Nolan Field, you know where the communication tower is where 
they have the foundations of an old building, well that used to be the 
neighborhood where the Black Americans lived. In the 1830’s they got together 
and elected the first Black Governor in the State of Connecticut. The State 
contacted me and want to put the freedom marker on the grave of the 
gentleman that was elected, and since it is City property I need to ask 
permission as Chairman of the Historical Commission. His wife’s marker is 
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right next door.  Pro bono, the guy that has the marble place on River Street 
was going to restore it – but it’s just so decayed that he can’t restore it.  What I 
need to do is put a cement and dig down, not 6 feet, about “this” deep, make a 
cement piling and then attach this plaque to it.  But since it’s City property I 
need to ask permission. 
 
President Sharkey replied, okay, we will take it up under new business. 
 
Mr. Carroll thanked President Sharkey and explained the process that will be 
utilized to secure the plaque. 
  
President Sharkey explained that Bare Plains Cemetery is on the corner of 
Wakelee Avenue and Mary Street and is under the care and control of the City 
of Ansonia.   
 
Edward Musante, 138 Old Ansonia Road, Seymour, and 21 Castle Lane 
 
I’d like to thank the Board for putting in the curbing after a certain amount of 
time. They’ve done what I asked for. I have a suggestion. All the amount of 
money that you’re going to put in to the Police Station, the second and third 
floor of Farrell Parking Garage - that’s for sale. If you’re going to fix that run 
down building up there and you’re going to put windows in and a boiler just 
buy a new building. It’s been up for sale for a couple years. 
 
President Sharkey thanked Mr. Musante for his suggestion. 
 
Michael Egan 103 Benz Street 
 
I know this is something that just happened recently, and there’s nothing that 
can correct the past, but maybe in the future it can be looked at. The High 
School students are kind of on their own walking on the highway and the 
streets of Ansonia coming to or going from the school and nothing has ever 
been done on that. But a more crucial and more grievous offense to the kids of 
Ansonia, there’s two Grammar Schools that take a portion of their time and go 
up to the Nature Center, which is an excellent thing for them, but they go on 
the streets and they cross numerous streets.  There are no crosswalks on some 
of the streets.  There is supervision with them, but the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices, which is put out by the Federal Highway 
Administration requires any workers on the streets to wear safety vests.  
Occasionally the police do escort these kids but I’ve only seen them once this 
year and they’ve gone up there multiple times; different classes I guess. Even at 
Stop and Shop and Big Y, when they have their workers out there picking up 
carts, they wear safety vests. I don’t see any reason why the people that escort 
these kids can’t be equipped with something like that, thank you. 
 
President Sharkey thanked Mr. Egan. 
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Alderman Nihill stated, I’d just like to make a comment if I could, Mr. President. 
I believe this gentleman said nothing’s been done and I believe this was 
addressed several times by this Board - especially towards the High School, 
that’s a State road. We made requests in the past and the State hasn’t come 
through with helping us out. I just wanted to clarify the public record here and 
say this Board did attempt to address it several times - the condition of 
sidewalks on Pulaski Highway to the High School and it’s a State road, they 
haven’t done it and they refuse to do so.  
 
President Sharkey stated, he’s absolutely right, the State has refused and said 
there will not be any sidewalks there and we also requested a traffic light at the 
entrance to the Ansonia High School, and the State also said there will not be a 
traffic light there.  The D.O.T. is in charge of the road and told us it’s not going 
to happen. But thank you for your comments on the safety vests.  
 
President Sharkey asked three times if any other member of the public wished 
to speak.  Being none, he declared the public session closed. 
 
Public Official Session 
 
Corporation Counsel Kevin Blake 
 
There are several matters on the agenda for executive session.  The one 
involving Michael Eheman will be tabled tonight.  
 
I am trying to arrange a meeting with the Mayor and some City officials with 
the gentleman whose company is going to hopefully purchase the Main Street 
Development Corporation, to see if we could put some kind of temporary park 
across the street at 218 Main Street, that was involved in the fire. We gave him 
the plan and he wants to meet with us and see exactly what we’re doing.  
 
We had the first session of negotiations with the Public Works employees last 
week and there is another session scheduled for the 19th.  
 
Tara Kolakowski, Acting Personnel Director 
 
We are in negotiations with the Public Works Department, and ongoing with the 
Police Department. Hopefully that will be settled soon. 
 
If there are any questions that you have for the Mayor, I can entertain them, 
and if I can answer them, I will. 
 
Alderman Radin stated, I was at a Zoning Board of Appeals meeting last night. 
The secretary called everyone and only three of the members showed up. The 
people that were there for their appeal now have to wait another month to get 
the answer one way or the other.  I would appreciate it if we could get back 
with the Mayor, and if he wants me to come in and visit with him, I will.  We 
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need to clean up our boards and get people who are truly interested in going. 
She called every single person and only three showed up. One of the women 
there has oxygen and she showed up.  We need to do something about it. 
 
Ms. Kolakowski stated, I will definitely speak with the Mayor about it. If you 
want to call him tomorrow maybe we can set up something. 
 
Chief Kevin Hale, Ansonia Police Department 
 
You may have already heard this, on June 1st we conducted 11 search and 
seizure warrants throughout the lower Naugatuck Valley, Waterbury and 
Hamden. I’d like to publicly recognize the members of the department, 
specifically our members of the ACU who drove this, and our patrol and 
detectives as well. We took two stolen guns off the street, nine arrests at that 
point and there are more forthcoming, and a quantity of cash and drugs. We are 
going to continue with these efforts. 
 
We are currently in the hiring process and are doing interviews this week. We 
have candidates going to background toward the end of the week, and we are 
really trying to have two candidates in front of you in July. It may take some 
doing to pull that off; we might be able to do that.  
 
We have a promotion later in the agenda and I’ll look forward to saying a few 
words at that point. 
 
Alderman Knapp stated, regarding the drug bust – keep up the good work.  I see 
you’ve been getting a lot of heat regarding the speeding. I saw it on the news. I 
guess Ansonia is getting to be Connecticut drag way or something up there. 
Prindle Avenue? Is that where they’re talking about? 
 
Chief Hale stated, Holbrook Street, Clarkson Street. They are speeding outside 
of Ansonia as well, but apparently Channel 8 has been focusing on us for the 
past three days. We are addressing these as best we can. We’re getting 
complaints constantly so we try to stay on top of it.  One hundred streets and 
four or five cruisers – the math doesn’t work. We are trying to stay in front of 
that between the speeding, cell phone usage, seatbelts, stop signs, red lights. 
 
Alderman Radin stated, on the corner of Lester and Grove, they have the “No 
parking from here down” yet it’s right at the turn into Grove Street. So if that 
sign was moved back – there’s a car that parks right there and if you’re going to 
make the turn up the hill and there’s a car coming down the hill you can’t go. If 
you get there and somebody decides to make a turn, you’re in trouble. I would 
think it would be better if it was back a little further - closer to Olson Drive. 
 
Chief Hale stated, we can probably make an adjustment; we’ll take a look at it. 
 



JUNE 12, 2012 BOARD OF ALDERMEN Page 5  
 REGULAR MEETING 

Joseph Miller, Comptroller 
 
The year end for Fiscal Year 11-12 will be in two weeks. We will stop processing 
purchase orders for about 10 days so that we can process the remaining 
purchase orders for the current year. 
 
Alderman Fainer stated, during the budget process we talked about borrowing 
money to buy two new Public Works vehicles and a new ambulance. Has 
anything been done? 
 
Mr. Miller replied, I filled out the documentation; it’s in the process.  
 
Alderman Tripp stated, looking at the budget document, I see a lot of the 
percentages are less than 100 percent. Does that mean that all of the money 
budgeted was not expended? 
 
Mr. Miller replied, so far. 
 
Director Donna Lindgren, Ansonia Nature and Recreation Center  
 
I am here to ask about the picnic pavilion #2, as you may recall it burned down 
early last fall. The City received a check for $24,000 plus, and the Public Works 
Department came and removed the debris and the cement slab, but that is all 
that has happened. That concerns me for two reasons. The staff at the Ansonia 
Nature Center, thousands of children that come there, have been deprived of 
the use of an important part of the Nature Center. It was being utilized as an 
outdoor classroom and also utilized by the public for their picnics and events 
that they had there. That has also deprived the City of income. Just in June 
alone, the only picnic pavilion we have left has booked over 17 events. There is 
income that can be generated through that as reservation fees and I think we 
could have probably reserved that several times over had it been there. I am 
here to encourage the board to make sure that picnic pavilion gets rebuilt and 
that check is utilized for that purpose and doesn’t get lost at the end of the 
fiscal year. 
 
President Sharkey asked Mrs. Lindgren if she has asked the Board of 
Apportionment and Taxation for any money for that purpose. 
 
She replied that she has not, and doesn’t know where the check is at this point. 
 
President Sharkey explained that any requests for funding have to go to the 
Board of Apportionment and Taxation; the Board of Aldermen doesn’t have any 
money. We can recommend to Apportionment and Taxation to try and help you 
out with it.  
 
Alderman Adamowski asked if Mrs. Lindgren had approached Emmett O’Brien 
Technical School about helping with the rebuild of the pavilion. 
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She explained that they would have helped but Mr. Schryver said the trusses 
were too big of a span to have the students safely work on the project, but they 
can possibly be involved in another part of the reconstruction. 
 
Mr. Schryver explained that a $24,000 insurance check has been received for 
that purpose. Public Works is going to purchase the pavilion itself for $18,000 
and it should cost between $5,000 and $6,000 for the concrete and cement 
work. That will use up the entire $24,000. Public Works employees will do the 
work. The student could do the roofing, sheathing and shingles if we wait until 
the fall when school is back in session, but Mrs. Lindgren probably doesn’t 
want to wait that long.  He expects delivery of the materials in 5-6 weeks.  It 
should be complete by Labor Day. 
 
Alderman Stowe explained that he has been in contact with Mr. Schryver about 
this and there was some discrepancy about the kit, therefore the masonry work 
wasn’t able to be done.  Then there was an issue with the City’s mason being 
out of work for a little bit of time.  Although Mr. Schryver has a lot of work and 
is understaffed, the Nature Center and other areas are deprived of funding 
every year by the Board of Apportionment and Taxation. The objective was to 
have the pavilion replaced by May and the slab has not been poured. He would 
like the Aldermanic Committees to receive quarterly reports and lists of goals 
submitted by the departments to stay on top of things. 
 
President Sharkey stated, when someone brings a problem to us we can work 
on it. We did not know there was a problem or any reason that this was being 
held up. One more correction is, when you say that Donna every year is 
deprived, this year they received an increase in their budget when many 
departments did not. 
 
Mrs. Lindgren noted that the income received from renting the pavilion does 
not come to the Nature Center, it goes into the City’s General Fund. 
 
President Sharkey stated that Public Works didn’t have the additional $10,000 
in their budget nor did any other department, which is why I originally asked, 
did you go to Apportionment and Taxation and ask for that $10,000. If they had 
the money in their contingency fund they might have been able to fund it and 
we wouldn’t be at the impasse we are at right now. 
 
Alderman Stowe brought up a situation with staffing at the Library, stating, if I 
find out the Library is not going to be open because somebody thinks they 
shouldn’t be working at a certain time and they want to be working at their own 
time, I am going to be a problem. 
 
President Sharkey stated, I agree. We discussed that at length and said it 
shouldn’t be that they get to pick their own time schedule. However, we are on 
Nature Center and need to keep to that subject. 
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Mr. Schryver stated, it also has become a manpower issue. There are many 
projects they would like to have had done by now, that being one of them. The 
fountain at the Library is another, and a firehouse with a roof that is leaking. 
There are a lot of projects to be prioritized and things are constantly coming 
up in the course of a day. Donna knows that we do get to everything that she 
needs up there eventually, sometimes not as quickly as she would like, and not 
as quickly as I would like either. We will stay on it. 
 
Alderman Fainer noted that money was an issue as well. 
 
Mr. Schryver stated, the replacement cost was $36,000 and we have $24,000. 
We had to tear up the old concrete as well and didn’t get insurance money for 
that. It had to be done differently. 
 
President Sharkey explained that there is a $10,000 deductible on all 
structures.  
 
Alderman Stowe stated, how is it that you have insurance and the City says no, 
I can’t afford to pay that - as with the memorials. I don’t understand why we 
don’t have a smaller deductible because we can’t afford to pay it back. Is it 
because the premium would triple or double?  We had two incidents where we 
were unable to help and fortunately for the memorial people ponied up and 
that ended up getting fixed. I am looking from a business aspect. If I have a 
$200,000 machine and a $50,000 deductible and the machine gets burned up, 
and I can’t afford the $50,000, I am out of business. I had the ability to do that 
and it astounds me that a City can’t afford to pay a $10,000 deductible when an 
incident happens, and the $34,000 pavilion is going to be replaced with a 
$24,000 pavilion.  
 
President Sharkey stated, we do take into consideration that these things could 
happen. The City knows they may have to pay deductibles on things. We have 
an organization called the Board of Apportionment and Taxation that has a 
contingency fund. That contingency is put away every single year to handle 
emergencies, contingencies. My first question on Donna tonight, did you 
approach the Board of Apportionment and Taxation to see if there was any 
money available. The answer is no. Since the pavilion caught on fire we’ve 
known there was a $10,000 deductible. We could have approached 
Apportionment and Taxation when they still had $100,000 in there. The same 
way with the memorials. Someone could have approached Apportionment and 
Taxation and said, is there any money that we could help out with memorials. 
It’s not like the City says, if something bad happens we don’t have money to do 
it – we look at what happens and we have a contingency fund to cover that. 
 
Mrs. Lindgren stated, the check never came to the Ansonia Nature Center 
budget. I don't know where the check is. It didn’t come to the Nature Center 
budget. 
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President Sharkey stated, every insurance check that comes into the City of 
Ansonia comes to the City of Ansonia. Apportionment and Taxation has 
approved several of them that have been accidents with our ladder truck, a 
building that had to be repaired, this sort of thing. They money does not go to 
the Fire Department, it goes into the City of Ansonia budget. That insurance 
check had to be brought into the City of Ansonia. That money if it’s being spent 
by Public Works will eventually have to be transferred into the Public Works 
budget so they can write the purchase order for it. A request needed to be 
made of the Board of Apportionment and Taxation so that they would have paid 
out $36,000 rather than $24,000.  
 
Mrs. Lindgren asked, are you implying that should have been my job to do that? 
 
President Sharkey stated, well, I’m the Fire Department and when I need money 
I go to the Board of Apportionment and Taxation.  
 
Mrs. Lindgren stated, I was not the one that received the check nor was I the 
one that had anything to do with the reconstruction. 
 
President Sharkey stated, the Board of Apportionment and Taxation are the 
only people that have the money. 
 
Mrs. Lindgren stated, the check was cut in September of 2011. 
 
Alderman Marini asked, where is the check now? 
 
Mr. Miller replied, it is in the General Fund. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
ARMS – Alderman Scott Nihill 
 
On behalf of ARMS I’d like to thank the Board of Aldermen and Board of 
Apportionment and Taxation for their combined efforts in supporting ARMS in 
this upcoming fiscal year budget. ARMS is going to officially switch to a new 
billing company, EMMS out of Beacon Falls on June 15th.  The bid process will 
effectively cut about 2 percent off of our current billing rate and it will bring 
more money to the City. 
 
The State of Connecticut Department of Public Health has awarded ARMS a 
certificate of operation for a new ambulance and the staff at ARMS is working 
hard beginning the process of researching and writing the specs for a new 
ambulance. 
 
Last month ARMS had one of the busiest months in call volume history – they 
covered 265 out of 266 calls for service. Only passing a third call for service in 
town. They transported over 200 patients to area hospital, 84 with advanced 
life support from VEMS.  
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VEMS will be staffing one more medic on the day shift to help cover the 
increase in call volume.  
 
We had 34 mutual aid calls to Derby, 2 to Shelton and 1 to Seymour.  
 
ARMS is now sponsoring a Citizens Emergency Response Team. The goal is to 
train members of the community to act in the time of a crisis such as hurricane 
or other disastrous event – train citizens to help out. Applications will be out 
shortly if anybody is interest. They can go to the City of Ansonia website for 
more information. 
 
To our Grant Writer and her hard work and the staff down there, we received 
some grant funding for the training. 
 
ARMS is also hosting community CPR classes free of charge to members of 
Valley communities. They will be having two classes a month and will be 
posted on the City website and various local news entities. That also was made 
possible through a grant from the Valley Community Foundation. It is taught by 
volunteer ARMS CPR instructors. 
 
Ms. Kolakowski stated, you have a phenomenal director down there. Has the 
ARMS Committee and the Salary Committee come up with a permanent position 
for him, because it hasn’t been communicated to Personnel to set a salary for 
him.   
 
Alderman Nihill replied, not that I’m aware of; I hope we can get it done soon. 
 
The Aldermen discussed the position and salary situation for the ARMS Director 
with Ms. Kolakowski.  
 
Alderman Adamowski stated, the Personnel and Salaries Committee will be 
meeting in the near future to work on this. 
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to accept the report; SECONDED by Alderman Marini. A 
voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Finance Committee – Alderman Edward Adamowski 

 
1. Authorization to Pay Bills 

 
Alderman Adamowski MOVED to pay all bills if found to be correct; SECONDED 
by Alderman Knapp. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Alderman Adamowski stated, there will be an e-mail going out to the Finance 
Committee by Thursday at 5 p.m. Tentatively we are looking at next Tuesday 7 
p.m. here for a Finance Committee meeting. If that changes, it will be in the e-
mail. I don’t have a definite date with City Hall to reserve a meeting room.  
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Economic Development Commission – Alderman John Marini 
 
I want to congratulate the Commission on their efforts to put on the bike rally 
two weeks ago. We had a lot of activity on Main Street. The event was a big 
success compared to the first year it was launched. It was great to see the 
Committee work hand-in-hand with the Cultural Committee, with kids from the 
High School, and other elements and groups within the City to make it a great 
day. We saw a lot of people enjoying themselves and we saw a lot of good 
publicity reflected back to us from the press.   
 
There is already some thought about how the event might shake out next year. 
A lot of the vendors, in particular bicycle vendors, thought this may be a 
unique opportunity that isn’t present anywhere else in the state for them to 
showcase bicycles.  
 
The Commission is looking forward to the ongoing process of reviewing 
applicants for a consultant as a first step to establishing our new Economic 
Development staff. I would like to give thanks to Tara Kolakowski for helping 
shepherd that process along.  Hopefully there will be more to report back in the 
next two months on how that’s going. The first step is to hire a consultant to 
tie up the loose ends – things that need to be looked into, that need to be 
updated. There have been studies done in the past and the idea here isn’t to 
reinvent the wheel or to turn out another study that’s going to tell us what we 
already know.  The point is to identify a firm or individuals that can give us a 
report with information that we need to act going into the future. The future is 
the hiring of the new Economic Development Director that will follow this 
process up, hopefully by the fall it will all be in the works and we’ll know who 
that individual will be. It should be an interesting summer and fall for 
Economic Development. 
 
Alderman Fainer stated, the rehab, the last round, is there a list of those? Can 
we go out and see what they did? 
 
Alderman Marini stated, yes, we can go to Carol Forcier, and Lisa Low, and for 
next month I’ll ask them to give us a list of all the properties that have been 
done and exactly what has been done to each.  It should be easy; they should 
already have that available. 
 
Alderman Knapp asked, did you say the Economic Development Commission 
was in the process of reviewing and interviewing? 
 
Alderman Marini replied, the Economic Development Commission itself is not 
in the process of that. They’ve been brainstorming ideas and thinking about 
things.  But the Commission itself is not part of the effort right now to actively 
review. However we really want to encourage all elements of the City, whether 
it be the Economic Development Commission or this Board and the other Board 
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to have input somewhere down the line. Right now the Commission is storing 
the ideas for now. The aim here is consensus at the end to make sure we’re on 
the same page.  The Economic Development Commission obviously one of the 
big things is going to be making sure that they agree with the choices that are 
going to be made, thinking about what they would like to see in an Economic 
Development Director and thinking about what they’d like to see in another 
study. 
 
Alderman Knapp stated, I just wanted to be assured that it’s going through the 
personnel process. 
 
Alderman Marini stated, that is the process, yes.  Also, as we go through the 
process, I’d love to hear from this Board as well, the thoughts on what our 
members would want to see in the consultant and getting a study done, and in 
the Economic Development Director. It can’t be just a handful of individuals 
making a decision on their own. Our Board should really be having a discussion 
on what has worked in the past, hasn’t worked in the past, what do we want to 
see in the individual that is going to be our Economic Development Director. 
 
Alderman Knapp stated, I just want to make sure we go through the proper 
personnel procedures. 
 
Alderman Marini stated, the Mayor’s Office is leading the effort to hire. 
 
Ms. Kolakowski stated, we have actually scheduled four consultants to come in 
and present. Hopefully they’ll be in by the end of June. When we have it 
narrowed down we will present to this Board and the Mayor would like to have 
it narrowed down further. We will go further from there so that we get input 
from everyone.  Jerome, for the Economic Development rehab project, there is 
a second phase coming so applications are coming in, so along with seeing the 
first group of houses done, that will be complete and the second phase is going 
to start soon too, and Lisa Low and Associates are going to be handling that. 
 
Alderman Radin MOVED to accept the report; SECONDED by Alderman Fainer. A 
voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Video Recording Committee – Alderman John Marini 
 
We need to meet and elect a new chairman. We have run into a technological 
hurdle; we are having trouble getting the meetings to be consolidated onto one 
CD. It’s not a problem for us to store them, but to get them onto public access 
we need to get them onto one CD. We have already fallen behind in getting the 
meetings onto public access. If you run it, and half of it is on one CD, half is on 
the other CD, the way they do the process is that it cannot change from one CD 
to another; you can only repeat one CD.  
 
We need to reconvene and figure out how we can do this. I would suggest we 
get the Committee back, have another Chairman, and address the issues. 
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President Sharkey stated, we received a communication from Comcast. The last 
video they have is February. They did not get a March, April or May, and we’re 
not taping June. They are ready to give away our time slot.   
 
Alderman Marini stated, another problem is that it’s not evenly divided. Our 
meetings end up filling up all of one CD and a little bit of a second CD. This 
means they play the first one over and over again, or the second one which is 
usually only a half hour. We could correct the problem if we could get these 
meetings onto one CD.  
 
Alderman Knapp asked, is there a reason we’re not being filmed tonight? 
 
Alderman Marini replied, we have fallen behind. We need to figure out how to 
carry on with this. We have filled up four SD disks as well. Right now 
everything is preserved on the SD disks, so Madeline has a collection of SD 
cards rather than CDs. To continue we have to continue buying SD cards. It 
seems more prudent to fix this problem so we can get our SD cards back. 
 
Alderman Duffus stated, this is a public meeting and we should be filming 
tonight, no matter what. 
 
Alderman Fainer MOVED to accept the report; SECONDED by Alderman Duffus. 
 
Aldermanic President Gene Sharkey  
 
We will have new committees appointed with resignations and new people 
coming on. I will put a new Committee list together. 
 
Municipal Reports / Annual Reports 
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED to accept all municipal and annual reports, dispense 
with the reading and place them on file; SECONDED by Alderman Duffus. A 
voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Tax Refunds 
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED to accept the refund report and pay the refunds in the 
amount of $208.90 if found to be correct; SECONDED by Alderman Duffus.  A 
voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Accidents and Claims 
 
05-12-798 Castle Lane Developers, LLC 
 
Alderman Adamowski refer this claim to the Claims Committee and Corporation 
Counsel Blake; SECONDED by Alderman Knapp. A voice vote was taken and the 
MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
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Communications 
 
Alderman Adamowski MOVED to accept all of the communications, place them 
on file, and take each one up in its order on the agenda; SECONDED by 
Alderman Knapp. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
President Sharkey noted that there is one Late Communication – an agreement 
with YankeeGas to provide service to the Police Department and the Library. 
 
He asked three times if any member of the public wished to speak regarding 
this late Communication. Being none, he declared the public session closed. 
 
Communication #1 
From:  Chairman George Boath, School Building Commission 
Re:  Request to Waive Permit Fees 
 
The School Building Commission agreed to a $3.7 million project – most of 
which is funded by State funds - to rehabilitate the school roofs in the City.  
The bids have been awarded. The School Building Commission is asking the 
City of Ansonia to waive the building permit fees.   
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to waive all of the building permit fees for this 
project; SECONDED by Alderman Radin. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION 
PASSED 13-0. 
 
Communication #2 
From: Corporation Counsel Kevin Blake  
Re: Small Cities Grant Rehabilitation – Alphonse Smith 
 
To be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Communication #3 
From: Corporation Counsel Kevin Blake  
Re:  Replacement of Toshiba Laptop Computer 
 
To be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Communication #4 
From: Chairman Nicholas Amico, Board of Police Commissioners  
Re: Promotion of Officer Eric Sturges to rank of Sergeant 
 
This item will be acted upon under Appointments. 
 
Alderman Duffus MOVED to accept the communication and place it on file.  
SECONDED by Alderman Tripp. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 
13-0. 
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Communication #5 
From: Corporation Counsel Kevin Blake  
Re: Sergeant Louis Owens Workers Compensation Claim 
 
To be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Communication #6 
From: Corporation Counsel Kevin Blake  
Re:   Michael Eheman Workers Compensation Claim 
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED, per the recommendation of Corporation Counsel 
Blake, to TABLE Communication #6; SECONDED by Alderman Tripp. A voice 
vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
  
Communication #7 
From: Board of Public Works  
Re:  Extension of Contract – Trash Collection and Recycling  
 
Alderman Radin MOVED to extend the contract of Winter Brothers Waste 
Systems for collection and disposal of municipal solid waste and recycling for a 
period of one year from July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013; SECONDED by 
Alderman Adamowski.  
 
Corporation Counsel Blake stated, this contract extension is at a cost reduction 
to the City for one year. This is an extension of the existing contract; not a new 
contract. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Late Communication #1 
Re: Agreement for General Gas Service Rate 20 
 
President Sharkey thanked the Aldermen that attended two meetings with CCM 
on this project.  It was the consensus to go forward and initially install the gas 
line into the Police Department.  
 
With the help of Mike Schryver, Kevin, and Eileen Krugel especially, back and 
forth with YankeeGas, YankeeGas has agreed to put in the gas lines to the Police 
Department and the Library. The payback on the replacement of the line will be 
six years of gas usage.   
 
You have before you agreements with YankeeGas; one for the Police 
Department and one for the Library. They are six-year agreements. The gas 
lines will be put in at no cost to the City. The lead-time is four to five weeks. 
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Alderman Tripp MOVED to approve the two agreements; SECONDED by 
Alderman Madigosky. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Resignations 
 

1. James Hooker – Economic Development Commission  
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to accept, with regret, the resignation of James Hooker 
from the Economic Development Commission and send him a letter of thanks 
for his service to the City; SECONDED by Alderman Duffus. A voice vote was 
taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Appointments 
 
Town and City Clerk Madeline Bottone read aloud Mayor James Della Volpe’s 
appointments as outlined in his letter of June 7, 2012 as follows: 
 
Ansonia Police Department  
  
Alderman Knapp MOVED to approve the promotion of Officer Eric Sturges to 
the rank of Sergeant; SECONDED by Alderman Nihill.  
 
Chief Hale stated, I present to you Officer Eric Sturges, who recently completed 
a promotional process including a written exam and oral board. It’s a rather 
stressful process and Eric finished number one.  Eric has been with us for 11 
years. He has a Bachelors degree. He is a hometown guy. He does a very good 
job for us. We’ve had an opening in the Sergeant’s ranks for a little bit of time 
now and we’re looking forward to getting Eric on board. We are quite confident 
he’s going to do a very good job for us. I would appreciate your support in this 
matter. 
 
President Sharkey stated, I would like to third the motion. I have know Eric 
since he was born. It is a well deserved promotion. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Sergeant Sturges stated, I appreciate the Board’s approval, and I will continue 
to do a very good job for the City. I thank this Board.  
 
Applause rang throughout the forum. 
 
Ansonia Rescue and Medical Services 
 
Alderman Fainer MOVED to appoint David Geloso of 12 Coe Lane to Assistant 
Chief of Special Operations; SECONDED by Alderman Nihill. 
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Alderman Fainer stated, Doc is the heart and soul over there; he keeps 
everything going. He is a great guy. He keeps the vehicles running, the 
equipment running. 
 
Alderman Nihill stated, Doc has put a good portion of his life and set aside his 
family time for the City of Ansonia and ARMS for many years – for decades 
down there. I think he’ll do a fine job as he has done in the past. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Economic Development Commission  
l 
Alderman Tripp MOVED to appoint Horace W. Behrle, Jr. of 94 Brook Street, 
Hooker replacement, term to expire 2-28-2013; SECONDED by Alderman Radin. 
 
Alderman Tripp stated, I know Mr. Behrle personally. His number one concern 
is the City of Ansonia, the welfare and the well being of all residents in the City 
of Ansonia, and I know he would put his entire effort into this Economic 
Development Commission. I strongly recommend him for this position. Thank 
you. 
 
President Sharkey stated, I agree with you; Horace served for a long time on 
many commissions. He is someone who will be an asset. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Historic District Commission 
 
Alderman Radin MOVED to appoint Florence Camilleri of 163 O’Neils Court, 
term to expire 12-31-2012; SECONDED by Alderman Knapp.  
 
Alderman Radin stated, Florence is a lovely lady; she worked hard at City Hall 
here for a long time. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
Planning and Zoning Commission  
 
Alderman Radin MOVED to reappoint Jared Heon of 10 Kiely’s Lane, term to 
expire 12-31-2016; SECONDED by Alderman Knapp.  
 
Alderman Radin stated, he is very active in this group; I have been to the 
meetings. 
 
A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
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Board of Appeals of Anti-Blight Program 
 
President Sharkey stated, the rest are all members of the Board of Appeals of 
Anti-Blight Program. This is something new that we have. I would like to 
approve them all in a blanket approval.  
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED to approve the Mayor’s recommended appointments to 
the Board of Appeals of Anti-Blight Program; SECONDED by Alderman Duffus. A 
voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 

• Fire Marshal Ralph Tingley, term to expire 10-31-2013 
 

• Naugatuck Valley Health District Representative Ms. Rita Fazzino, term 
to expire 10-31-2013. 

 
• Building Inspector Nicholas Behun, term to expire 10-31-2013. 

 
• Ansonia Police Sergeant Jennifer Pella, term to expire 10-31-2013. 

 
• Alderman Philip Tripp, term to expire 12-31-2012. 

 
• Alderman Kevin Mott, term to expire 12-31-2012. 

 
• Alderman Joan Radin, term to expire 12-31-2012. 

 
• Resident Mr. Jeffrey A. Gould of 39 Platt Street, term to expire 10-31-

2013. 
 

• Resident Mr. James Hubbard Sr. of 10 Harris Road, term to expire 10-
31-2013. 

 
Resolutions 
 
None presented. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 

1. Small Cities Grant – Alphonso Smith 
 
To be discussed in Executive Session. 
. 
 

2. Alderman Nihill – Personnel Issue – Chief of ARMS 
 
Alderman Nihill stated, I feel Chief Heon has been doing a phenomenal job and 
it isn’t fair that when he was hired by the City, his salary was “to be 
determined”.  He has been doing the job for 17 months, going above and 
beyond what has been expected.  He has been patiently waiting to get his salary 
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settled, and it is unfair to him and his family not to have his salary set.  I think 
it should be a priority of the City and the Salary Committee to get this done and 
have it in place for the next fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012. 
 
President Sharkey stated, it is an inopportune time to be talking about raises 
for non-union people – the salaried employees. We are in the midst of union 
negotiations right now, a time when you’re asking unions to cut back on their 
requests. If you want to just correct a wrong that has happened to one, then the 
Salary Committee may possibly take up that one. It is very important that the 
message go out from here that we are not giving out raises. If you wish to just 
address that one, I think it can be addressed, in a timely fashion. 
 
Alderman Nihill stated, I am only speaking on the subject of the Chief of ARMS. 
I feel there was probably an injustice done; he was hired under the former 
personnel director and like I said, he was told the salary was going to be 
determined. That was 17 months ago. We need to address this. 
 
In response to a question from Alderman Stowe, Ms. Kolakowski explained that 
typically what happens is the Salary Committee meets, background and 
comparable job descriptions from other municipalities and other private sector 
directors are reviewed, and the Salary Committee receives those 
recommendations. Based on what is in the budget that the Board of 
Apportionment and Taxation has set, we try to come up with a balanced figure 
to recommend for the salary.  We want to make sure we match the salary with 
the job description, and make sure we are fair to everyone – fair to the Director 
and fair on the City side to be sure we are not overcompensating.  
 
President Sharkey added, when the Salary Committee comes up with a figure, 
we have to look at what the Board of Apportionment and Taxation has put aside 
in the budget.  If they haven’t budgeted enough to meet the recommended 
salary, we will have to ask for it of them.   
 
After lengthy discussion, Alderman Adamowski, Chairman of the Aldermanic 
Personnel and Salaries Committee, stated that he will call a meeting of the 
Committee in the next week or two for the purpose of discussion and 
recommendation on the position and salary for the Chief of ARMS. 
 
New Business 
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to authorize placing the plaque in Bare Plains 
Cemetery as requested by Randolph Carroll during the public session; 
SECONDED by Alderman Nihill.  A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 
13-0. 
 
Alderman Duffus MOVED to send a letter to the Superintendent of Public Works 
to replace the sign in Gatison Park that has been knocked down; SECONDED by 
Alderman Adamowski. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
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Executive Session 
 
At approximately 8:25 p.m. Alderman Fainer MOVED to enter executive session 
to discuss the following items: 
 

1. Sergeant Louis Owens – Workers Compensation Claim 
2. Toshiba Laptop 
3. Small Cities Grant – Alphonso Smith 
 

And invite Corporation Counsel Blake, and Donna Lindgren in on Item 2; and 
the Smith family on Item 3; 
 
SECONDED by Alderman Madigosky. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION 
PASSED 13-0. 
 
Motions from Executive Session 
 
At approximately 9:20 p.m., Alderman Radin MOVED to return to Regular 
Session; SECONDED by Alderman Knapp. A voice vote was taken and the 
MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
It was noted that there were no votes taken in Executive Session. 
 
1. Sergeant Louis Owens – Workers Compensation Claim 
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED TO TABLE and authorize Corporation Counsel Blake to 
communicate further with his Counsel on this matter; SECONDED by Alderman 
Radin. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
2.  Toshiba Laptop 
 
Alderman Marini MOVED to reimburse the Friends of the Nature Center in the 
amount of $350; SECONDED by Alderman Mott.  
 
Alderman YES NO ABSTAIN 
Adamowski  X  
Duffus X   
Stowe X   
Tripp  X  
Jeanette    
Mott X   
Fainer  X  
DeLucia  X  
Radin  X  
Madigosky  X  
Nihill  X  
Marini X   
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Knapp X   
Sharkey X   
TOTALS 6 7  
 
A roll call vote was taken and the MOTION FAILED 6 Yes, 7 No, 0 Abstentions. 
 
3.  Small Cities Grant – Alphonso Smith 
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to reimburse $1,200 to Mr. Smith; SECONDED by 
Alderman Mott. A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Alderman YES NO ABSTAIN 
Adamowski  X  
Duffus X   
Stowe  X  
Tripp  X  
Jeanette    
Mott X   
Fainer  X  
DeLucia  X  
Radin  X  
Madigosky  X  
Nihill  X  
Marini X   
Knapp X   
Sharkey X   
TOTALS 5 8  
 
A roll call vote was taken and the MOTION FAILED 5 Yes, 8 No, 0 Abstentions. 
  
Adjournment 
 
Alderman Nihill MOVED to adjourn; SECONDED by Alderman Stowe. A voice 
vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 13-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Patricia M. Bruder, Secretary 
Ansonia Board of Aldermen 


