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CITY OF ANSONIA 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN  
Public Hearing on Ordinances – Apri l 
10,  2012 

 
Call to Order 
 
The Public Hearing of the Ansonia Board of Aldermen was called to order at  
6:30 p.m. by Aldermanic President Gene Sharkey.  All those present rose and 
pledged allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The secretary called the roll: 
 
Edward Adamowski, D1– absent 
Robert Duffus, D1 – absent  
Charles Stowe, R2 – absent 
Philip Tripp, R2 – present  
Joseph Jeanette, D3– absent 
Kevin Mott, D3– present  
Robert Beall, D4 – absent  

Jerome Fainer, D4 – present 
Howard Madigosky, D5 – present 

Joan Radin, R5 – present  
Scott Nihill, D6 – absent   

David Knapp, D7– present 
John Marini, R7 – absent  

Gene Sharkey, D6 – absent 
 
President Sharkey declared a quorum of 7 present, 7 absent. 
 
Call of the Meeting 
 

Public Hearing 
Ansonia Board of Aldermen 
City of Ansonia 
253 Main Street 
Ansonia, CT  06401 
 
The Board of Aldermen for the City of Ansonia will hold a public hearing, 
pursuant to Ansonia City Code section 148 at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, April 10, 
2012 in the Aldermanic chamber, City Hall, 253 Main St., Ansonia, CT to 
address the proposed ordinances. 
 
Section 2 – 167. Composition oath; removal appointment. 
 
Section 2 – 169. Chief/EMS account executive, department designated. 
 
Section 4 – 6. Removal of animal litter. 
 



APRIL 10, 2012 BOARD OF ALDERMEN Page 2  
 PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCES 

 

Section 4 – 8. Dogs roaming at large. 
 
City of Ansonia 
James T. Della Volpe, Mayor 

 
[Alderman Jeanette arrived at this point – 8 present 6 absent]. 
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to accept the call of the meeting; SECONDED by 
Alderman Radin. A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 8-0. 
 
Alderman Jerome Fainer, Ordinance Committee Chairman explained, we are 
holding this public hearing to amend various sections of four ordinances. The 
changes include changing the official titles on some of the members of the 
ARMS Commission, removal of animal litter, dogs roaming at large. 
 
Alderman Fainer asked if any member of the public wished to speak in regard 
to the revisions. 
 
 
Section 2 – 167. Composition oath; removal appointment. 
 
 
Section 2 – 169. Chief/EMS account executive, department designated. 
 
Jared Heon, 10 Kieley Lane 
 
Speaking from ARMS, we are just looking to update the ordinance, the code, to 
incorporate what we’re doing and how we evolved down at ARMS.  We are also 
looking to update the title of the position that I currently hold to be in line with 
the State of Connecticut and how they recognize us. We are looking for some 
wording changes. I encourage the Board to go forth and make the changes for 
us, again, just bringing us up to date. 
 
If you have any questions I can entertain those as well. 
 
 
Section 4 – 6. Removal of animal litter. 
 
President Sharkey and him and him I think this is very important. It's about 
time we addressed that. I have witnessed many people just walking their dogs 
without bags and I'm not talking on the Riverwalk, I'm talking just in 
neighborhoods. People have their dog on a leash, they let it go right on 
someone's lawn and keep right on going, right down the sidewalk.  I think this 
ordinance revision is very important, and I think Section 4.8 is important as 
well.  
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Section 4 – 8. Dogs roaming at large. 
 
President Sharkey stated, if anyone has a chance, if they have a scanner, listen 
to Ansonia police. They are constantly out there about roaming dogs. There 
were at least two if not three calls today. Our Dog Warden does a great job, but 
the police are getting the calls and they have to spend a lot of time doing this. 
This will put some teeth into the ordinance, this is something they can do when 
they get there.  
 
Alderman Tripp stated, there was another issue of concern, we had an incident 
with a pit bull over by the library. I've done some research on that, I have 
online newspaper articles, apparently there was a three-year-old child that was 
bitten by a pit bull up Nolan Field. Before the police could get there the owner 
of the dog took off to God knows where. I'm sure we’re all aware of the 88-year-
old woman that was mauled. She is currently in the hospital up in Waterbury. 
Apparently there is Aldermen working on that issue up there.  I don’t want to 
be out of line, but I would like to have a conversation with that gentleman and 
learn what he’s doing and maybe see if something like that, what he’s doing, 
would be suitable to help the City of Ansonia.  It is an issue I have a great deal 
of concern with, and I agree with all of the comments that President Sharkey 
has made.  Thank you. 
 
Alderman Fainer stated, I don't know if anyone else has noticed, but the 
amount of pit bulls in this town is crazy. Nobody has regular dogs any more.  
 
Alderman Tripp stated, you are correct, sir.  Once again, people are speaking 
about this one place, this one house, and they want to do a pit bull rescue. 
There are concerns about that, and I’ve spoken with the dog warden already 
and I want to speak with Mr. Tanner about it. The City might want to regulate 
that and license it. This would involve and inspection process, an application 
process involving a non-refundable fee and then a licensing fee. You also 
inquire, what type of homeowners’ insurance do you have, and you get the 
insurance company involved. There are a lot of ways that the City, by legal 
means, can tighten up on this. We just need to investigate that further. 
 
President Sharkey stated, I think when you get past a certain number of dogs 
you actually are listed as a kennel – whether it’s rescue or not. If you’re past a 
certain amount, it’s a kennel. I think you’re right; we need to do something 
there. 
 

Alderman Knapp MOVED to close the public hearing and refer the 
revisions to Section 2 – 167. Composition oath; removal appointment; 
Section 2 – 169. Chief/EMS account executive, department designated; 
Section 4 – 6. Removal of animal litter and Section 4 – 8. Dogs roaming at 
large to the full Board of Aldermen for adoption; SECONDED by Alderman 
Radin.  A voice vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 8-0. 
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Adjournment 
 
Alderman Knapp MOVED to adjourn; SECONDED by Alderman Tripp. A voice 
vote was taken and the MOTION PASSED 8-0. 
 
The public hearing adjourned at approximately 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Patricia M. Bruder, Secretary 
Ansonia Board of Aldermen 


