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Board Members Present Absent Others Present = = {-.:':
Sue Behun ' Margaret Sullivan, C.P. MaryAnn Capone, & Dir.
Joanne Czeczot Marcia Dobrowski (exc) Janet Fitol, Children’{vibr
Tamara Chisefsky Eileen Ehman (exc) Randolph Carroll
Karen Phipps, V.C. -~ - Violet O’Donnell, Treasurer (exc) Sue Olmsted, FOTAL

Robert Martino

Call to Order: Mrs. Phipps called the Ansonia Library Board of Directors’ meeting to order at
6:30 p.m., at the Ansonia Library. All stood to pledge the flag. The recording.clerk took roll call
attendance: 5 present, 4 absent, a quorum was declared.

Consideration of Previous Minutes: Mrs. Phipps asked for consideration of the April 6, 2015
minutes. Ms. Chisefsky made the motion to accept the minutes with the corrections listed
below and place them on file. Mrs. Behun 2" the motion, all in favor, motion carried.

Corrections: pg. 2 under New Business #4 Mrs. Czeczot’s name is misspelled. Also remove “the
purchase of new books”, #5. should be before Mrs. Phipps.

Public Session: Mrs. Phipps called the public session to order asking if there was anyone from
the public wishing to speak. Ms. Janet Fitol, Children’s Librarian informed the board that over
time there has been over $600.00 worth of mostly newly released DVDs and books not
returned to the library. She is concerned that with a minimal budget to purchase newly
released DVDs and books this is a considerable loss to the library. There seems to be an issue
as to how certain cards are issued due to residence requirements for patrons, and not being
able to locate the patrons after the due date in order to have the DVDs and books returned.
After a discussion of this matter, the board recommended a discussion of this issue be held with
City Corporate Council to explore whether there is an established past practice or to seek a
solution. ' '

Mrs. Phipps again asked if anyone from the public wished to speak and Mr. Randolph Carroll of
the Historical Commission addressed the restoration of the front entrance mosaic tile floor. He
informed the board that the mosaic tile have been ordered from ltaly of which % has been paid
for and the remaining % be paid at the completion of the restoration.

He presented Acting Director Capone with historical documents that will be placed in the
Historical Room of the library.



He stated that the library lawn sign was to be temporary and now it is time to replace it since it
needs repair. It may be time to, look to a granite sign for the lawn. He will continue to pursue
this project for a new library lawn sign.

Two portraits one of Carolyn Stokes’ relatives having been hanging in Doyle Senior Center are
now to be placed in the Erlingheuser Room each with a plaque identifying who is in each
portrait and stating that they are both on loan from the Ansonia Library.

The second portrait is of Ansonia City Hall 1889 with local members of the newly formed
Ansonia.

At the City’s request, the reference room of the library will now house what has been a
traveling exhibit of reproduced, blown-up postcards of Ansonia dating from 1830 the beginning
of Ansonia-1955 ending with the 1955 flood.

He also shared that Mrs. Capone has written a letter on Ansonia Library letterhead to City Hall
that two portraits one of the State of Connecticut incorporators and the other of the City of
Ansonia incorporators be placed in the Erlingheuser Room. Copies of the letter are to be kept
on file. 1. In the library file at City Hall 2. In the Historical Commission file at City Hall 3. In
the Town and City Clerk’s office.

Mr. Carroll wanted to formally recognize Mrs. Capone Assistant Director as doing a fantastic job
as Acting Director.

Mrs. Phipps asked once again if anyone from the public wished to speak and Mrs. Sue Olmsted,
President of FOTAL shared that the Friends held a very successful membership Tea at David
Humphries House on May 3, 2015.

Mrs. Olmsted also stated that book sales are held on Saturdays. The Saturday hours only enable
the sales to be held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. which is a very short time to run a book sale.

Mrs. Phipps once again asked if there was anyone else from the public that wished to speak;
with no more replies Mr. Martino made a motion to close the public session and Mrs. Czeczot
2" the motion, all in favor, motion carried. Public session closed.

Communications: None

Reports: Treasurer's Report Mrs. Capone gave the treasurer’s report in place of Mrs.
O’Donnell. As of May 5, 2015

Checking Account Balance $10,026.84

Trust Fund Balance $563,611.43

Disbursement from Trust Fund as of 9/26/2014 $19,297.21 (See attached for full report)

Librarian’s Report: Mrs. Capone Acting Director reported that the fountain should be up and
running by Mid - May.



She wanted to commend Librarian Maureen Levine for her negotiations with the company that
the library purchased a new return box from. Her negotiations had the company agreeing to
lower the cost of the new return box by $3,000.00 and the company also waived freight and
ancillary fees which saved a substantial amount of money.

Children’s Librarian Miss Fitol submitted “A Few Words from the Children’s Department”.
Listed were the children’s classes held in the month of April. A total of 372 children enjoyed
stories, crafts, and educational fun this moth either at our library or in their classroom!
Miss Chisefsky made the motion to.accept the reports as submitted and placed on file. 2" by
Mrs. Behun, all in favor, motion carried.

Late Communications: None

New Business: Mr. Martino made the motion for Janet Fitol to schedule a meeting with City
Corporate Council to resolve the issue of residency requirements and proof of residency to
acquire a library card. Mrs. Czeczot 2™ the motion, all in favor, motion carried.

Unfinished Business: None:

Adjournment: The next meeting is Monday, Juhe 1, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the library. Mrs.
Czeczot made the motion to adjourn at 7:42 p.m. Miss Chisefsky 2" the motion, all in favor,
motion carried. »

Respectfully Submltted

Maf;zbson Recording Clerk of

Ansonia Library Board of Directors

Enclosed: Treasurer’s Report |
Acting Director’s Report
Children’s Librarian Report -



