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 MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2013 
ERLINGHAUSER ROOM 7:00 PM 

 
The Economic Development Commission held its Regular Monthly meeting on Thursday, May 16, 2013.  
The meeting began at 7:10 P.M. 
 
Roll call: 
Vincent Scarlata present 
Greg Seccombe Late 7:45 
Bart Flaherty present 
Sal Hanaif Late 7:35 
Keith Murray present 
Terri Goldson Late 7:25 
Dave Cassetti present 
Horace Behrle present 
Jeff Sweeney present 
  
9 present, 0 absent 
 
Mr. Scarlata opened the meeting at 7:12.  The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then asked if anyone would like to make a motion to approve last month’s minutes.  Mr. 
Cassetti made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Flaherty.  All were in 
favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Scarlata stated that regarding correspondence, he attended the career fair at Emmett O’Brien.  He 
further explained that they put together a citizen’s advisory committee that the EDC has been invited to 
attend.  It will be held on Tuesday May 21st 9:30 am at Café 141.  Mr. Flaherty made a motion to accept 
the correspondence and place it on file.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Cassetti.  All were in favor of 
the motion. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then moved on to bills.  He stated that he believed that we had already approved this 
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particular bill, but it hasn’t been paid as of yet.  It’s a bill from DeCarlo and Doll for the grant 
application that they helped the city write for West Main Street.  Mr. Cassetti made a motion to pay this 
bill.  (There was no second.) Mr. Scarlata then explained what has happened that caused the bill not to 
be paid as of yet.  Mr. Flaherty asked if the board had received a copy of the bill, he was told that they 
had gotten one.  Mr. Murray asked if there was an itemized bill and how it was being billed.  Mr. 
Scarlata stated that they were given an estimate and the grant was written in a very short time.  Mr. 
Murray said that the bill says that it is for $4, 950 and its 62% complete.  Does this mean that they are 
not done?  Are they expecting an additional $2,000?  Mr. Scarlata stated that as far as he understands, 
there is no more work that needs to be completed, unless the board wants them to help institute the grant 
in the future.  Mr. Murray stated that he doesn’t like the fact that it looks like there is an additional 
$2,000 that is going to be billed to the board in the future.  Mr. Casetti withdrew his motion to pay the 
bill.  The board members requested that they receive an itemized bill, what is the 38% that has not been 
completed and when can the board expect to receive the balance of the bill.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that they have a bill from Arrow Printers for the posters for the Bike Festival.  
He explained that he purchased an additional 50 street signs for $563.  He had 35 left from last year.  
When the festival was over, he was able to retrieve 38 of those signs.  He filed a police report for the 
theft of the balance of the signs that he was unable to retrieve.  Mr. Flaherty made a motion to pay this 
bill.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Murray.  All were in favor of the motion.    
 
Mr. Scarlata then moved onto Old Business.  He stated that he was going to be attending a meeting of 
BOAT on Monday to discuss the budget.  They had some questions that they wanted answered.  One of the 
questions was about the Loan Program.  There is a separate account for the $50,000 for the program.  Rick 
Bashura will write a check from EDC’s account and deposit the check into that account so that the money is 
secure.   
 
Mr. Scarlata stated that regarding the Web site that he has been having problems with the developer and 
communications with him.  Mr. Murray stated that he would help Mr. Scarlata with this. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then addressed the Bike Festival.  He stated that Matt Feiner from Devils Gear Bike shop in 
New Haven brought two of his “High Wheelers,” (Penny Farthings) to the festival.  He rode in the rally last 
year.  He liked what he saw last year.  He wants to partner with the EDC for the festival next year.  Zane’s 
Cycles of Branford, they liked the Bike Festival, but they weren’t able to be there this year.  Matt Feiner 
wants to help in a historical aspect.  He’d like to start promoting it in New Haven and get some of the New 
Haven people here.  Sue D’Aniello of Amity Bike Shop of Woodbridge said that they have a benefit bike 
race that they do in Naugatuck.  They are looking to relocate it.  They are thinking of doing it here.  They 
did have a display for the festival this year.  They are looking for a new venue for the cycling race that she 
does.  She is also looking in the future to anchor an indoor cycling track/arena.  He also spoke to Ray 
McGee regarding the need for a Sports Complex and that if we have one, we could have a cycling venue 
going on.  In addition, David Pooler of Stony Creek and North Haven has a collection of about 50 antique 
bikes and he brought a replica of Lallement’s bike to the festival.  Next year he is planning to bring a lot 
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more of his bikes for display.  The New Haven Register did a nice write up about the festival.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then moved onto new business.  He stated that the National Park Services are trying to develop 
a greenway.  Our Riverwalk is what they are looking for.  There are only two people representing Ansonia.  
The thrust of this is to bring transportation hubs together.   
 
The owner of the Farrell buildings is looking to put in upscale housing in the buildings.  He is looking to 
have the rent at current market rate and create professional residences on Main Street. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then addressed what the Commissioners want the Commission to look like after the Director is 
hired.  Do they want to aggressively pursue some of these ideas or should they allow the Director to do it?  
Mr. Flaherty stated that the Director’s function is to implement whatever plan the Commission comes up 
with.  When there are initiatives, the commission should be prioritizing and supporting them.  The director 
should come up with funding for the initiatives.  The director must have the support of the Commission as 
well.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that the ATP Building and the Palmer buildings are both up for sale again.  
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that he would like to move the Farmers Market from West Main to Main Street in 
the Farrell Parking lot.  He created a brochure and/or card.  It will be a Farmers Market card that offers 
discounts to various Main Street stores.  He needs to get approval from the Board of Alderman on the 
possible change of location.      
 
Mr. Scarlata stated that he didn’t have anything else to discuss with the members and entertained motions to 
adjourn.  Mr. Flaherty made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Goldson.  All were in 
favor of the motion. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:15. 
 
 

 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 

Carol Sardinha 
Secretary 


