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 MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2013 
ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 7:00 PM  

The Economic Development Commission held its Regular Monthly meeting on Thursday, March 18, 2013.  
The meeting began at 7:10 P.M. 
 
Roll call: 
Vincent Scarlata present 
Greg Seccombe present 
Bart Flaherty absent 
Sal Hanaif absent 
Keith Murray absent 
Terri Goldson present 
Dave Cassetti present 
Horace Behrle absent 
Jeff Sweeney present 
  
5 present, 4 absent 
 
Also present: 
Alderman Charles Stowe 
Alderman Joan Radin 
Randy Carroll 
 
Mr. Scarlata opened the meeting at 7:10.  The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.   
 
Mr. Scarlata stated that is a bill that needs to be paid that he just received (again).  It is from DeCarlo and 
Doll for $3,000 for helping the Board write the West Main Street grant.  It has been submitted and the 
difficulty is who pays the bill.  Mr. Scarlata stated that he has no problem paying this through EDC, but he 
can’t appropriate it out of the EDC budget.  It was suggested that Mr. Scarlata contact the Mayor regarding 
this bill.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that CEDAS (Connecticut Economic Development) forwards information 
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regarding classes and forums that the members may be interested in attending.  However, we are not 
members, and it will cost $100 total to become members.   
 
Mr. Randy Carroll, Chairman of the Historic District Commission, stated that he regularly attends the state 
offered classes and forums.  The information that is gained is extremely valuable.  The programs are well 
worth the cost.  He highly suggests that the commission becomes a member so that the commissioners will 
be able to attend the classes and forums in the future. 
 
Mr. Cassetti made a motion to join the Connecticut Economic Development Association.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Seccombe.  All were in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated regarding the façade loan program, that it has not been published yet.  It is moving 
through the various Committees.  He was informed by Alderman Stowe that he believes that it has been 
passed and is awaiting the Mayor’s approval.  It should be completed before the Bike Fest.  The tax 
incentive is the only thing that they are working on that has not been completed.  The reason it has not been 
completed is because it was stopped by the Board of Finance.  It stopped there because Kurt Miller wanted 
to give the Board more information.  If there is no further information that Kurt has to give the Board, then 
they need to be informed of this, so that it can be forwarded to the Board of Aldermen for their approval.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then updated the board about the website.  He stated that he has sent a lot of information to the 
designer and the information is being integrated into the site.  The site will include a business locator.  Mr. 
Scarlata stated that he would be sending everyone a link to the website so that they can look at it before it is 
published.  He is looking for more content to add to the site.  He is also looking for any historic pictures 
with a description of what it is so that it could be added to the site.  Mr. Carroll stated that he is also the 
Chairman of the Historic Commission.  He invited Mr. Scarlata to attend their next meeting.  He stated that 
Mr. Scarlata asked the members of his Commission to come up with ten things relating to the history of 
Ansonia with photographs.  If he were to attend the meeting, they would be able to “go around the table” 
and come up with what they feel are ten items that relate to the history of the city.  Mr. Goldson added that 
there are some large posters at Mead School that depict the history of Ansonia.     
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that the city just applied for some grants to have murals painted on the floodwalls.  
We also found out about a grant via the “Keep America Beautiful Foundation” and Lowes.  This would be a 
$5,000 grant.  They have applied for another grant for $20,000 for the other side of the floodwall where the 
graffiti is located.  He has had many conversations regarding the floodwall with Lowes about graffiti 
removal and abatement, floodwall priming and painting, and getting it ready for murals.  Mr. Carroll stated 
that the Historic Commission is also going to have a mural painted on the “bubble building” (the former 
Capital Theater building), facing Haddad park.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then addressed the Bike Festival.  At this moment, he is having difficulty solidifying vendors, 
activities, etc.  He has been working with Zane’s Cycle and a few other groups.  He also been talking with a 
group called, “Shoreline Sharks.”  They are a cycling group that may become involved with the event as 
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well.  Mr. Scarlata has also been in contact with the President of the Wheelmen group 
(http://www.thewheelmen.org/default.htm) regarding the Bike fest.  They ride bikes called “Penny-
farthing” with one VERY large wheel in front and a small wheel in the rear.  They are thinking of riding 
their bikes from New Haven into Ansonia on the day of the bike fest.  He further stated that the local 
branch of the Wheelmen is Devil’s Gear.  Devil’s Gear is one of the largest branches in the area.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that there is an organization called, “The Trust for Public Land,” that helps 
communities develop fitness zones within the city.  (http://www.tpl.org/what-we-do/where-we-
work/california/los-angeles-county/fitness-zones.html)  He stated that there is a park in the area that has 
something similar, called Eisenhower Park in Milford.  He thinks that we may want to pursue this in the 
future. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then asked if anyone would like to make a motion to approve last month’s minutes.  Mr. 
Cassetti made a motion to approve the February minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sweeney.  
All were in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Scarlata asked if there was anything else that the members wished to discuss.  There was nothing 
else.  He then asked if anyone wished to make a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Mr. Cassetti made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sweeney.  All were in favor 
of the motion. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:05. 
 
 

 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 

Carol Sardinha 
Secretary 

 


