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 MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2013 
ERLINGHAUSER ROOM 7:00 PM  

The Economic Development Commission held its Regular Monthly meeting on Thursday, February 21, 
2013.  The meeting began at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Roll call: 
Vincent Scarlatta present 
Sal Hanaif present 
Greg Seccombe absent 
Terri Goldson absent 
Keith Murray 
Jeff Sweeney 

present 
present 

Dave Cassetti absent 
Bart Flaherty present 
Horace Behrle absent 
  
5 present, 4 absent 
 
Also present: 
Alderman Charles Stowe 
Alderman Joan Radin 
Alderman John Marini 
 
Mr. Scarlata opened the meeting at 7:15.  The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.   
Mr. Scarlata entertained motions to approve the minutes of the January meeting.  Mr. Flaherty made a 
motion to approve the January minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Murray.  All were in favor of the 
motion.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then welcomed Kimberly Parsons-Whitaker from Connecticut Main Street Center to the 
meeting.  He stated that she would give the board an overview of what they have to offer.  That presentation 
will be done at the end of the meeting. 
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Mr. Scarlata then opened the meeting up to Public Session.  He welcomed Joe Perun, Assistant Vice 
President and Customer Service Manager of People’s Bank back to the meeting.  Mr. Perun didn’t wish to 
speak to the board at this time.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that he received a communication from the high school regarding an advisory board 
to the high school.  He indicated that he is going to be attending as a representative for small businesses as 
well as from the Economic Development Commission.  He invited anyone else that wished to attend.  He 
added that 70 invitations were sent out to businesses in the community and she received back 3 responses.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then addressed Old Business.  He asked Alderman Marini if there was any further news 
regarding the façade program.  Alderman Marini stated that they are looking for a no interest loan 
contingent on payments, building fees, and permits that are required to make the improvements.  The 
Aldermen like the idea.  Alderman Marini is working with Kevin Blake on this matter.  They would like to 
have all of the details worked out so that when the marketing plan and redevelopment plan is completed and 
ready to be presented, the façade program could be included as well.  They are talking about the marketing 
of the city as well.  They are talking about adding the city’s existing brand to the “Yankee ingenuity” idea, 
maybe linking school spirit or school pride.  They are thinking of “Ansonia Charging Forward carrying on 
the Spirit of Yankee Ingenuity” or something like that.  They would then be able to use the Ansonia knight 
on the steed logo that already exists as a graphic or part of a graphic.  Mr. Scarlata asked if they had heard 
back from Kurt Miller regarding the incentive plan.  He was told that they had not heard from him as of this 
moment.  Alderman Marini added that they had spoken to Mr. Miller about the plan and was told that it did 
“look good.”  They are thinking of tweaking the proposal a bit and to present it to the Board of Aldermen, 
but they really wanted to hear back from Seymour’s Economic Development Director as well.  He feels that 
it should be fine and that the Board of Aldermen are very excited to pass the proposal so that they could be 
competitive with the surrounding towns.   
 
In regard to the web site, we are working on it and we are trying to get more information and content for it.  
They are looking to have the website reflect the new marketing plan as well.  Alderman Marini suggested 
that a small group get together to decide on the specifics that would go into the web site.  Once everything 
is completed, it will go to the Board of Aldermen for approval.  Mr. Scarlata asked who was going to do the 
marketing for the city.  Will it be Dick Stoltz, the new Economic Development Director or the members of 
the Economic Development Commission?  Alderman Marini stated that he feels that the board could start 
things going.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then announced that the Annual Festival of Bikes would be held on Sunday, May 5th.  He 
stated that he is working with Zanes Bikes on this.  He then stated that since its Cinco de Mayo, the owner 
of Crave is very excited.  She is planning a large event at her restaurant and feels that this will help draw 
more customers.  Ms. Parsons-Whitaker suggested that Mr. Scarlata contact a group called “Bike Walk 
Connecticut” in connection with the Bike Fest.  They are a non-profit organization that promotes sharing 
the road with bikes, pedestrians, and motor vehicles.  They may have additional suggestions for this event 
as well. 
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Mr. Scarlata then announced that there are a few new businesses in town.  Kaptan’s Pizza has moved into 
the location that was Millie’s, next door to that location is going to be a breakfast place.  There is also a new 
pizza place called Bravo.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then announced that the new owners of the Farrell buildings would be attending our next 
meeting.  They are very anxious to work with Economic Development.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then introduced Ms. Kimberly Parsons-Whitaker to the board.  She then made a presentation to 
the board regarding what Connecticut Main Street Center has to offer the Economic Development 
Commission.   
 
Mr. Flaherty made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hanaif.  All were in favor of the 
motion. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:20. 
 
 

 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 

Carol Sardinha 
Secretary 

 


