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 MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2013 
ERLINGHAUSER ROOM 7:00 PM  

The Economic Development Commission held its Regular Monthly meeting on Thursday, January 17, 
2013.  The meeting began at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Roll call: 
Vincent Scarlatta present 
Sal Hanaif Late 8:00 
Greg Seccombe present 
Terri Goldson present 
Keith Murray 
Dan Bogen 

present 
absent 

Dave Cassetti present 
Bart Flaherty present 
Horace Behrle absent 
  
7 present, 2 absent 
 
Also present: 
Rep. Linda Gentile 
Alderman Charles Stowe 
Alderman Joan Radin 
Randy Carroll 
 
Mr. Scarlata opened the meeting at 7:00.  The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.   
Mr. Scarlata entertained motions to approve the November meeting.  Mr. Cassetti made a motion to 
approve the November minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Murray.  All were in favor of the 
motion.   
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Mr. Scarlata then introduced State Representative Linda Gentile to the meeting.  She stated that she was just 
transferred to the Environment Committee.  One of the reasons that she was assigned to the Energy 
Commission, was to get some synergy so that they can develop some sound environmental policies and still 
be able to move forward the Economic Development initiatives and the energy strategies.  She then stated 
that they will be putting forth some legislation regarding Brownfields.  She is looking to see a revolving 
loan fund where people will be able to apply and do some environmental cleanup relative to the reuse of the 
property.   
 
Mr. Flaherty asked if there are any initiatives to allow homeowners to make their homes more energy 
efficient.  He was told that some of the utility companies are going to be doing energy audits and they are 
dependent on income levels, where they come in and audit your whole house and then tell the homeowner 
what needs to be done to make the home more energy efficient.  Mr. Flaherty then asked if there was any 
availability of funds for cities that are interested in converting to solar energy, or other type of energy 
program.  He was told that is a part of the comprehensive energy package.  Those initiatives will be moving 
forward over the next few months.  They will have to go through the Public Hearing process, etc.  She 
believes that they will have more information by the end of March.  She added that she is looking to come 
by and visit the commission every two to three months to update the board. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then asked if there were any communications for the board.  There were none.  He then stated 
that he did have a bill that needed to be paid for $12 for Arrow Printers.  Mr. Cassetti made a motion to pay 
the bill.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Murray.  All were in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that he requested that Mrs. Forcier make a copy of the charter (for Economic 
Development), he stated that it was included in the handouts.  Mr. Flaherty suggested that they review the 
charter and see what may want to change.  Mr. Scarlata then stated that the Economic Director would not be 
a part of the city union.  The position will be a “stand alone” position with regards to insurance.  Mr. 
Murray asked if there was anything in the charter about the Economic Director position.  He was told that 
there is nothing in the Charter about the position.  Mr. Flaherty stated that many people confuse the Code 
and the Charter.  He explained that the Charter is totally different than the Code.  The Economic 
Development Director is a position with a job description, an employee, not a member of the Commission 
at all.  The person in the position reports to the Mayor and the Economic Development Commission.  He 
believes that there would be a job description for the position.  Mr. Cassetti asked how far they are away 
from having an Economic Development Director.  Mr. Scarlata asked the Mayor in November about this.  
He is not sure if they are waiting for the consultant to complete his task.  Mr. Flaherty stated that he feels 
that they should all have a copy of the job description so that the Commission could review it and possibly 
make any necessary changes.  He further stated that even though it’s Personnel’s responsibility to develop 
the job description, he feels that the Commission should have some input into it.  There was a brief 
discussion about the Fair Housing Officer.  It was decided that it would be better that the Fair Housing 
Officer position should be a totally different position and not combined with the Director of Economic 
Development.  Mr. Flaherty made a motion to obtain a copy of the job description for distribution to all of 
the members of the Commission.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Cassetti.  All were in favor of the 
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motion. 
Mr. Scarlata opened the meeting up to the public as the public session.  He introduced two gentlemen from 
Peoples Bank.  Rich Fry, Assistant Vice President and Financial Services Manager at the Ansonia Stop and 
Shop Branch and Co-manager, Joe Perun, Assistant Vice President and Customer Service Manager.  They 
stated that they are just trying to get into the community a bit more and find out what they can do to help.  
They stated that they are here to show their support for Economic Development.  Mr. Scarlata stated that 
one of the initiatives that he is looking to propose is to have a forum with the local banks and businesses.  
The contacts that he has already contacted are very willing to participate in a forum like that.  The banks are 
looking to help business owners with financing to grow their businesses.  Peoples Bank offers the Business 
Spotlight where they showcase a local small business with free advertising at the branch.  Mr. Fry also 
stated that there are several seminars that are announced on the Peoples website that are held throughout 
Connecticut for either businesses or residents when it comes to educating them on how to manage their 
finances.  Mr. Scarlata stated that one of the other banks that he has spoken to prints out coupons at the 
same time as the ATM prints the receipts for the customer.  Mr. Fry stated that there is also a “loan product” 
that will assist homeowners that are looking to convert your home heating from Oil to Natural Gas.  (Tape 
ended here)  
 
There was a discussion regarding some former factories and the property that they owned.  There was 
discussion regarding brownfields and who is responsible for cleanup of them.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then updated the Commission regarding the loan program.  He stated that we are working “our 
way through finance with that.”  Alderman Marini is working it through the system for the Commission.  
The idea is to launch it with everything else at the same time, i.e. the website, the loan program, the 
incentive program, and do it in one big “splash”, lots of PR, etc.  It is looking like this will all happen in the 
springtime.  There will have to be a separate account as it will be self-perpetuating.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then stated that the Commission is officially a member of the CT Main Street Center.  He 
explained that Kimberly Parsons Whitaker is the Associate Director of that group.  She has been very 
helpful to the Commission.  They will be able to help to develop a program and a profile for downtown, 
they will help with façade improvements, and there is a preservation place program that is for historic 
preservation.  She will be attending one of our future meetings.   
 
Mr. Scarlata then discussed the school program.  He stated that he really hasn’t had too much time to spend 
with the students, but he will be able to meet with them in the near future.  Susan Hunter stated that she was 
able to address the students that are interested in being writers and taught them how to write a news article.  
She reviewed a variety of journalism and interviewing skills with the students.  Mr. Murray stated that he is 
still trying to cataloging the businesses for the web site.  Unfortunately, there is only one student that is 
interested in doing this.  There was discussion about giving students Community Service Hours.  The 
Commission is willing to grant the hours to any Ansonia student that is looking to help with this project, 
including those who are attending the Magnet Schools.  The areas that still need to be researched are 
Pershing Drive, Wakelee Avenue, and Clifton Avenue.  There are other scattered locations around the city 
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that also have to be completed.  They will need to meet with Mr. Murray regarding this project.   
In regard to the web site, the EDC is planning to have little video clips to promote all of the businesses.  The 
hook is that they will include the school mascot in all of the clips.   
 
Emmitt O’Brien is still working on creating the bicycle for the city.   
 
Mr. Flaherty made a motion to hold a Special Meeting on January 24th at 7:00 in City Hall to review the job 
description for the Economic Development Director and any other business to come before the board.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Goldson.  All were in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Cassetti made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Flaherty.  All were in favor of the 
motion. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:50. 
 
 

 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 

Carol Sardinha 
Secretary 

 


